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To TAI 


Right Reverend the LORD 


BIS HOT of EX ETER. 


My Loxo, 


Was grieved when I read the following 
Words, in the Third Part of the Enthu- 
ſiaſm of M:thoaifts and Papiſis compared. 
«© A ſenſible, honeſt Woman told the 
Biſhop of Exeter, in Preſence of ſeveral Witneſſes. 
That Mr. John Wefley came to her Houſe and 
queſtioned her, Whether ſhe had ar Aſurance of 
ber Salvation? Her Anſwer was, That „ ſhe 
hoped ſhe ſhould be ſaved, but had no abſolute 
Aſſurance of it.” Why then, replied he, You 


. 


are in Hell; you are damned already. This ſo 


terrified the poor Woman, who was then with 
Child, that ſhe was grievouſly afraid of miſcar- 
Tying, and could not in a long time, recover her 
right Mind. For this, and the Methodiſts aſking 
her to live upon Free Coſt, ſhe determined to ad- 
mit no more of them into her Houſe.” So much 
is her ozen Account to his Lordſhip, on whoſe Au- 
thority it is here publiſhed.” 


2. This revewed the Concern I felt ſometime 
fince, when I was informed (in Letters which I 
have ftill by me) of your Lordſhip's publiſhing 
this Account, both at Plymouth in Devonſhire, and 
at Trurs in Ceormo/!, before the Clergy aſſembled 
| a 3 h from 


(w) 
from all Parts of thoſe Counties. at the ſolemu 4 
Seaſon of your Lordſhip's Viſiting your Dioceſe. 4 
But I was not informed, "That your Lordſhip | 
ſhewed a deep Concern for the Honour of Goo, 
which yon {uppoſed to be ſo dreadfully violated, 
or a tender Compaſſion for a Preibyter whom you 


believed to be ruſhing into everlaſting Deſtruc- 
tion. 


3. In order to be more fully informed, on 
Saturday, Augaſt 25, 19, Mr. Trembath of St. 
Ginneys,, Mr. Haime of Shaft5hury and J, called 
at Mr. Morgan's at Mitchel, The Servant tel- 
ling me her Maſter was not at home, I deſired to 
ſpeak with her Miſtreſs, the © honeſt, ſenſible 
Woman.” I immediately aſk'd, Did I ever tell 
you or your Huſband, That you would be damn'd, 
if you tuok any Money of me? (So the Story 
ran in the Firſt Part of the Compariſen : It has 
now undergone a very conſiderable Alteration.) 
Er you or he ever affirm (another Circumſtance 
i related at Yr) That I was rude with your 
| Maid?“ She replied vehemently, „Sir, I never 
ſaid you was, or that you ſaid any ſuch thing. 
| And I don't fuppole my Huſband did. But we 
Lit! have been belied as well as our Neighbours,”” 
I She added, When the Biſhop came down laſt, 
1 he ſent us Word, That he would dine at our 
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if Houſe. But he did not, being invited to a 

| neighbouring Gentlemans. He ſent for me th1- 
ther, and ſaid Good Woman, do you know 

ill theſe People that go up and down? Do you know 

uw Mr. Hefe? Did not he tell you, you would be 

it damn'd, If you took any Money of him? And 

| 

| 


0 did not he offer rudeneſs to your Maid? I told © 
| him No, my Lord. He never ſaid any ſuch 
0 thing to me, nor to my Huſband that I know of. 8] 
i He never offer'd any Rudeneſs to any Maid of 
mine. I never faw or knew any Harm by him. 

But 


3 8 

1 But a Man told me once (who I was told was 2 
1 Methodiſt Preacher) That I ſhould be damned, 
it I did not know my Sins were forgiven.” 


4. This is her own Account given to me, And 
an Account it is, irreconcileably different (not- 
withſtanding ſome ſmall Reſemblance in the lafl 
Circumſtance) from that ſhe is affirm'd to have 
given your Lordſhip. Whether ſhe did give that 
Account to your Lordſhip or no, your Lordſhip 
knows beſt. That the Comparer affirms it, is no 
Proof at all; fince he will affirm any thing that 
ſuits his Purpoſe. 


5. Yet I was ſorry to ſee your Lordſhip's Au- 
thority cited. on ſuch an Occaſion ; ina{much as 
many of his Readers, not conſidering the Man, 
may think your Lordſhip did really countenance 
ſuch a Writer : One that turns the moſt ſerious, 
the moſt awful, the moſt venerable Things into 
mere Farce; that makes the moſt eſſential Parts 
of real, experimental Religion, Matter of low 
Buffoonery; that beginning at the very Riſe of ir 
in the Soul, namely Repentance towards GOD, 4 
broken and a contrite Heart, goes on to Faith in cur 
Lord Feſus Cbriſt, whereby he that belicveth is 
born of GOD, to the Love-of GOD ſhed abroad 
in the Heart, attended with Peace and Foy in the 
Holy Ghoft; to our ſubſequent roreft/ing not only 
with Fleſh and Bljod, but with Principalitics ard 
Powers and wicked Spirits in high Places, and thence 
to perfect Love, the Loving the Lord our GOD, 
with all our Heart, Mind, Soul and Strength : And 
treats on every one of theſe ſacred Topicks, with 
the Spirit and Air of a Merry-andrew. What 
Advantage the common Enemies of Chrittianity 


may reap from this, your Lordſhip cannot be in- 
ſenüble. | 
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(vi) 
6. Your Lordſhip cannot but diſcern, How the 
whole 'Tenor- of his Book tends to deſtroy the 
Holy Scriptures, to render them vile in the Eyes 
of the People, to make them ſtink in the Noſtrils 
of Infidels. For Inſtance. ' After Reading his 
laboured Ridicule of the Sorrow and Fear, which 
uſually attend the firſt Repentance (called by 
St. Chry/e/tom, as well as a thouſand other Wri— 
ters, The Pangs or Throes of the New Birth) what 
can an Infidel think of thoſe and the like Expreſ- 
ſions in Scripture, I have roared for the very 
Diſquietneſs of my Heart. Fearſulnejs and Trem- 
bl ng are come upon me, and an horrible Dread 
tath evertwhelſmed me? After his Flood of Satir 
on all Kind of Conflicts with Satan, what Judg- 
ment can a Deiſt form, of what St. Peu ſpeaks, 
concerning the various Wreſtlings of a Chriſtian 
with the wicked One? Above all, how far will 
his bringing the leud Heathen Poets, to expoſe 
the pure and Spiritual Love of Gop, naturally 
cauſe them to look with the ſame Eyes on the 
moſt elevated Paſſages of the inſpired Wri- 
tings? What can be more diverting to them, 
than to apply his TAvaxumrixpoy £pwTos, (Bitter- 
{ſweet of Love) to many Expreſſions in the Can- 
ticles ? (On which undoubtedly he ſuppoſes The 
Fair Circa/ian to be a very juſt Paraphraſe!) Ay, 
fay they, the very Caſe: Stay me with Apples: 
for J am fick of Love.” 


5. Probably the Comparer will reply, „No; 
do not ridicule the things themſelves: Repen- 
tance, the New. Birth, the Fight of Faith, or 
the Love of Gop; all which 1 know are eſſen- 
tial to Religion; but only the Folly, and the 
Enthutaſm which are blended with theſe by the 
Methodiſts.” But how poor a Pretence is this ? 
Had this really been the Caſe, how carefully 
would he have drawn 'the Line under each of 
theſe Heads, between the ſober Religion of a 


Chiiſ- 
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Chriſtian, and the Enthufiaſm of a Methodiſt F 
But has he done this? Does he take particular 
Care to ſhew under each, What is true; as 
well as what is falſe Religion? Where the 
former ends and the latter begins? What are the 
8 Boundaries of each? Your Lordſhip 

nows he does not ſo much as endeavour it, or 
take any Pains about it: But indiſcriminately pours 
the Flood out of his unclean Mouth, upon all Re- 
pentance, Faith, Love and Holineſs. 


8. Your Lordſhip will pleaſe to obſerve, That I 
do not here touch in the leaſt on the Merits of the 
Cauſe, Be the Methodiſts what they may, Fools, 
Madmen, Enthuſiaſts, Knaves, Impoitors, Pa- 
piſts or any thing, yet your Lordſhip perceives, 
this does not in any Degree affect the Point in 
queſtion. St Il it behoves every Chriſtian, nay 
every reaſonable Heathen, to conſider the Sub- 
ject he is upon, and to take Care, not to bring 
this into Contempt (eſpecially if it be of the laſt 


Importance) however inexcuſable or contemptible 
his Opponents may be. | 


9. This Conſideration, my Lord, dwelt much 
upon my Mind when 1 read the former Parts 
of the Compariſon. I immediately ſaw there 
was no incountering a Buffoon, by ſerious Rea- 
ſon and Argument. This would uaturally have 
furniſhed both him and his Admirers with freſh 
Matter of Ridicule. On the other Hand, if F ſhould 
let myſelf down to a Level with him, and by 
a leſs ſerious Manner of Writing than 1 was. 
accuſtomed to, I was afraid of debaſing the 
Dignity of the Subject. Nay, and I knew not but 
I might catch fomething of his Spirit. LI 
remembred the Advice, Anjwer not a Fool ac- 
cording to his Folly, leaſt thou aljo be like unto 2 
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Prov. Xxvi. 45. : 


(1 


And yet I ſaw there muſt be an Exception in 
ſome Caſes, as the Words immediately following 
ſhew. Arnjreer a Fool according to his Folly, leaft 
be be wiſe in his own Conceit. I conceive, as if 
he had ſaid, Yet it is needful in ſome Caſes, to 
Anſwer a Fool according to his Folly, Otherwiſe 
he will be % in his own Conceit, than ſeven 
Men that can render a Reaſon | therefore con- 
ſtrain'd myſelf to ap 5 — as near as I dared, 
to his own Manner of Writing. And I truſt the 
Occaſion will plead my Excute with your Lord- 
ſhi 'P, and all reaſonable Men. 


10. One good Effect of my thus meeting him 
on his own Ground, 1s viſible already. Inftead 
of endeavouring to defend, he intirely gives up 
the Firſt Part of his Compariſon. Indeed I did 
not expect this, when I obſerved, That the Third 
Part was addreſſed to me I took it for granted, 
that he had therein aimed at ſomething like a 
Reply to my Anſwer. But going on, I found. 
myſelf quite miſtaken. He never once attempts 
a Reply to one Page, any otherwiſe than by 
ſcreaming out, © Pertneſs, Scurrility, Effrontery, 


and in ſubjoining that deep Remark, Paper and 


Time would be waſted on ſuch Stuff.“ * 


11. I cannot but account it another good Effect, 
That he is ſomething leſs confident than he was 
before. He is likewiſe (not more angry or more 
bitter, for that cannot be) but a few Degrees 
more ſerious. So that I plainly perceive, This 
is the way J am to take, if I ſhould have Lei- 
ſure to anſwer the Third Part. Although it is 
far from my Deſire to write in this Manner; 
it is as contrary to my Inclination as to my 
Cuſtom. 


12. But 
— Ae 


8 Toira Part, N p- 15. 
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12. But is it poſſible, that a Perſon o your 
Lordſhip's Character, ſhould countenance ſuch a 
Performance as this? It cannot be your Lordſhip's 
Deſire, to pour Contempt on all that is truly 
venerable among Men! To ſtab Chriftianity to 
the Heart, under the Colour of oppoſing Enthu- 
ſtaſm! And to increaſe and give a Sanction to 


the Prophaneneſs, which already overſpreads our 
Land as a Flood. | 


13. Were the Methodiſts ever ſo bad, yet are 
they not too deſpicable and inconfiderable for 
your Lordſhip's Notice? Agait /t whim is the King 
ef lirael come out ? Againſt a Flea? Againſt a Par- 
tridge, upon the Moxntains ? Such they undoubted- 
ly are, if that Repreſentation of them be uit, 
which the Comparer has given. Againſt whom 
{if your Lordſhip eſpouſes his Cauſe) are you 
ſtirring up the fupreme Power of the Nation: 
Againſt whom does your Lordſhip arm the Mi- 
niſters of all Denominations, particularly our 
Brethren of the Eſtabliſhed Church ; inciting 
them to paint us out to their ſeveral Congre- 
gations, as not fit to live upon the Earth? The 
Effects of this have already appeared in many 
Parts both of Oeconſhire and Cartel. Nor have 
I known any conſiderable Riot in any Part of 


England, for which ſuch Preaching did not pave 
the way. 


14. I beg leave to aſk, Would it be a Satiſ- 
faction to your Lordſhzp, if National Perſecution 
were to return? Does your Lordſhip defire to 
revive the old Laws, De Heretico comburends? 
Would your Lordſhip rejoice, to ſce the Me- 
thodiſts themſelves, «tied to fo many Stakes in 
Smithfieſa? Or would you applaud the FE xeca- 
tion, though not ſo legally or decently performed 
by the Mob of Exeter, P/ymouth-Dock or Lang- 


crſtar? 
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eaftan® My Lord, What profit would there be 
in our Blood? Would it be an Addition to your 
Lordſhip's Happineſs ? Or any Advantage to the 


Proteſtant Cauſe ? Or any Honour either to our 
Church or Nation ? N 


15. The Comparer doubtleſs would anſwer, 
« Yes; for it would prevent the horrid Con/e- 


quences of your Preaching.” My Lord, give me 


leave to ſay once more, © I willingly put the 
whole Cauſe upon this Iſſue. What are the ge- 
neral Conſequences of our Preaching? Are there 
more Tares or Wheat ? More good Men deftroyed, 
(as Mr. Church once ſuppoſed) or wicked Men 
Javed ? The laſt Places in your Lordſhip's 
Dioceſe, where we began conſtant Preaching, are 
near Listard in Cornwal/, and Tiverton in Devon- 
ſpire, Now let any Man inquire here, 1. What 
kind of People were thoſe a Year ago, who now 
conſtantly hear this Preaching * 2. What are the 
main Doctrines the Methodilts have been teachin 

this Twelvemonth ? 3. What Efe4 have thels 
Doctrines had upon their Hearers? And if you 
do not find, 1. 'That the greater Part of theſe 
were a Year or two ago notoriouſly wicked Men, 
2. Yet the main Doctrines they have heard fince 
were, © Love Gop and your Neighbour, and 
carefully keep his Commandments,”” and 3. That 
they have ſince exerciſed themſelves herein, and 


continue ſo to do: I ſay, if any reaſonable Man, 


who will be at the the Pains to inquire does not 
find this to be an unqueſtionable Fact, I will 
openly acknowledge myſelf an Enthuſiaſt, or 
whatever elſe he ſhall pleaſe to ſtile me.“ 


16. I beg leave to conclude this Addreſs to. 
your Lordihip with a few more Words tranicrth- 
ed from the ſame Letter. 4//ozv Mr. Welley, 


lays. 


Second Letter to Mr. Church, p. 74. 
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fays Mr. Church, but "theſe few Points, and he wilt 
defend his Conduct beyond Expefation.” That is 
moſt true. If I have indeed been advancing no- 
thing but the true Knowledge and love of Gop ; 
if Gop has made me an [»ſtrument in reforming 
many Sinners, and bringing them to inward and 
pure Religion: And if many of theſe continue holy 
to this Day, and free from all wilful Sin: Then 
may I, even I, uſe thoſe awful Words, He that 
deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me. But I ne- 
ver expect the World to allow me one of theſe 
Points. However, I muſt go on as Gov ſhall 
enable me. I muſt lay out whatſoever Talents 
He intruſts me with (whether others will believe 
I do it or no) in advancing the true Chriſtian 
Knowledge of Gop, and the Love and fear of 
Gop among Men; in reforming (if ſo be it pleaſe 
Him to uſe me till) thoſe who are yet without 
Gop in the World; and in propagating inward 
and pure Religion, Righteouſneſs, Peace and Joy 
in the HoLy GHosr.“ 


Sincerely wiſhing your Lordſhip all Happineſs 
in Time and in Eternity, 


1 remain, 


Your Loraſbip's moſt 


Obeatent Servant. 
Nov. 27, 1750. 


Joan WesLEV. 
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A SECOND 


EET TER 


To the AUTHOR of the 
ENTHUSIASM 
OF 


MxETropisTs, &. 


S 7 X, 


Ag RD DES 2 O U have undertaken to prove 
* ass I obſerved in my former 

15 VLetter, a few Sentences © 
4 which I beg leave to repeat) 

WE That the * 20e Condud? of the 
GET Method:fts, is but a Connterpart 
F the moſt wild Fanaticiſms of 
Pefery. 


You dender to ſupport this Charge, by 
Quotations from our own Writings, compared 
with Quotations from Pepi/þ Authors. 

Tt 


* Pr, face to the Fi Part, page 3. 
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It lies upon me to anſwer for one. But in 
order to ſpare both you and myſelf, I ſhall at 
preſent conſider only your Second Part, and that | 
as briefly as poſhble. Accordingly I ſhall not 2 
meddle with your other Quotations, but leaving | 
them to whom they may concern, ſhall examine, 
Whether thoſe you have made from my Writ- 
ings, prove the Charge for which they were made 
Or no. 


If they do, I ſubmit. But if they-do not, if 
they are the Words of Truth and Scbernejs, it is an 
Objection of no real Weight, againſt any Senti- 
ment juſt in itſelf, tho it ſhould alſo be found 
in the Writings of Papiſis; yea, of Mahometans 
or Pagans. 


2. In your Firſt Section, in order to prove the 
„Vain Boaſting of the MH,, you quote a 1 
Part of the following Sentence. When hath 72 
Religion, I will not ſay, ſince the Reformation, | 
but ſince the Time of Corfantire the Great, made 
fo large a Progreſs in any Nation, within ſo ſhort 
a Space?” (J beg any impartial Perſon to read #®* 
the whole Paſſage, from the 84th to the goth ©: 
Page of the 7hira Appen.) I repeat the Queſ- 
tion, giving the Glory to Gop. And, I truit, 
without either Boaſting or Enthuſiaſm. 


In your Second, you cite (and murder) four or 
five Lines “from one of my Faurnal, as Inftan- 
ces of the perſuaſive Floquence of the Mcihoaift 
Preachers.” But it unfortunately happens, That 
neither of the Sentences you quote, were ſpoke 
by any Preacher at all, You know full well, 

the 
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* Page 1, 9. 


31 
the one was uſed only in a private. Letter; the 
other, by a Woman on a Bed of Sickneſs. 


z. You next undertake to prove F © the moſt 
inſufferable Pride and Vanity of the Method ſts.“ 
For this End you quote five Paſlages from my 
Fuurnals, and one from the Toird Appear. 


The 4 firſt was wrote in the Anguiſh of my 
Heart, to which I gave vent (between Gop and 
my own Soul) by breaking out, not into “ Con- 
fidence of Boaſting,” as you term it, hut into 
thoſe Expreſſions of bitter Sorrow. I went to 
"America to convert the Hains. But O! who 
ſhall convert me!“ Some of the Words which 
follow, you have picked out, and very honeitiy 
laid before your Reader, without either the Be- 
ginning or End, or one Word of the Occaſion or 
Manner wherein they were ſpoken. 


Your next Quotation is equally fair and ge- 
nerous. { © Are they read in Philoſophy? So 
was I, G..“ This whole String of Self-con- 
demnation,”” as you call it, being there brought, 
ex profif}s, to prove, That notwithſtanding all 
this, which I once. piqued myſelf upon, I was at 
that Hour in a State of Damnation ! 


The Third is a plain Narrative of the manner 
wherein many of Briſtol expreſt their Joy on my 
coming unexpectedly into the Room, after I had 
been ſome 'I'ime at London. And this, I con- 


ceive, will prove the Charge of High Treaſon, 


as well as that of „ inſufferable Pride and Va- 
nity.” 


You 


+ Sen. $ 15; Sc. 1 1 7 P. 67 Oe. 
Lid. p. 68, Se. | 4 Jour. p-. 85. hs 
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You ſay, Fourthly, A dying Woman, who had 
earneſtly defired to ſee me, © cried out, as I en- 


tered the Room, © Art thou come, thou bleſſed 


of the Lord? || She did ſo. And what does this 
prove ? 


The fifth Paſſage is this:“ In applying which, 
my Soul was fo inlarged, that methought I could 
have cried out (in another Senſe than poor, vain 
Archimede:) „Give me where to ſtand, and I will 
ſhake the Earth.” My Meaning is, I found ſuch 
Fr:edom of Thought and Speech (Jargon, Stuff, 
Enthafiaſm to you) that methought could I have 
then ſpoke to all the World, they would all have 
ſhared in the Bleſſing. 


The Paſſage which you quote from the u 
Appeal, J am oblig'd to relate more at large. 


«'T here is one more Excuſe for denying this 
Work of Goo, taken from the Inſtruments em- 
ployed therein: That is, that they are wicked 
Men; and a thouſand Stories have been handed 
about to prove it.“ 


© Yet I cannot but remind conſiderate Men, in 
how remarkable a Manner the Wiſdom of Gop, 
has, for many Years, guarded againſt this Pre- 
tence, with regard to my Brother and Me in par- 
ticular. This Pretence 1. e. Feet mp eying fit 
Inftruments.” * Theſe Words are yours, though 
you inſert them as mine. The Pretence I men- 
tioned, was, „That they were wicked Men.” 
And how Goo guarded againſt this, is ſhewn in 
what follows „ From that Time, both my Bro- 
ther and J (utterly againſt our Will) came to be 
more and more obſerved and known ; till we were 
more {poken of than perhaps two ſo Oo: 
| able 


Lt, deed eee. dts. 
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able Perſons, ever were before in the Nation. 
To make us more publick fill, as bane Madmen 
at leaſt, by a ſtrange Concurrence of Providences, 
overturning all our preceeding Reſolutions, we 
were hurried away to America.” 9 


Afterward it follows, „What Perſons could 
in the Nature of Things, have been (antecedent- 
ly) leſs liable to Exception, with regard to their 
moral Character at leait, than thoſe the All-wiſe 
Gop had now employed? Indeed I cannot deviſe 
what manner of Men could have heen more un- 
exceptionable on all Accounts. Had Gop in- 
dued us with greater natural or acquired Abili- 
ties, this very Thing might have been turned into 
an Objection. Had we been remarkably de- 
fective, it would have been Matter of Objection 
on the other Hand. Had we been Dif-»t:rs of 
any kind, or even L:2-Church-Men (ſo called) it 
would have been a great Stumbling- block in the 
Way of thoſe who are Zra/enus for the Church. 
And yet, had we continued in the Impetuoſity of 
our High-Church Zecal,. neither. ſhould we have 
been willing to converſe with. Diſſenters, nor 
they to receive any Good. at our Hands.” Sir, 
Why did you break off your Quotation in the 
Middle of this Paragraph, juſt at“ more unex- 
ceptionable on all Accounts?“ Was it not on 
Purpoſe to give a wrong Turn to the Whole? 
To conceal the real and obvious Meaning of my 
Words, and put one upon them that never entered. 
into my Thoughts? 


5. You have reſerved your ſtrong Reaſon for 
the laſt, namely, my own Confeſüon. Mr. 
Weſley ſays himſelf, „By the moſt infallible of 
Proofs, inward Feeling, Jam convinced of Pride, 
Oc.“ Sir, he pleafed to decypher that, Cr. 
Or I will ſpare you the Pains and do it myſelf. 
by reciting the whole Sentence, 


9.3 


« By * the moſt infallible of Proofs, inward 
Feeling, I am convinced, 


t. Of Unbelief, having no ſuch Faith in 
Caaisr as will prevent my Heart from bei 
troubled, which it could not be, if I believed 
in Gop, and rightly believed alſo in Him.” 


2, „ Of Pride throughout my Life paſt, in- 


aſmuch as I thought I had, what I find I have 


not,” 


Now, Sir, you have my whole Confeſſion. I 
intreat you to make the belt of it. 


« But I myſelf acknowledge, Three Met hdi 
to have fallen into Pride.“ Sir, I can tell you of 
Three more. And yet it will not follow, That 
the Doctrines I teach, „lead Men into horrid 
Pride and Blaſphemy. 


6. In the cloſe of your Fourth Section, you 
charge me with Sing and Prevaricatins, with 
regard to extraordinary Gifts, and miraculous 
Powers.” Of theſe I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak 
by and by. At preſent I need only return the 
Compliment, by charging you with groſs, wilful 
Prevarication, from the Beginning of your Book 
to the End. Some Inſtances of this have appear- 
ed already. Many more will appear in due 
Time. 


7. Your || Fifth, charges me with an Afefation 
of Prepheſying. Your ſirſt Proof of it, is this. 


« Tt was about this Time that the Soldier was 
executed. For ſome time I had vifited him every 
Day. But when the Love of Gop was ſhed abroad 

| in 


— —— — 


* x1 Four, p. 64. || 4 Feurn. p, 30, 


„ n 
2 
* 
a5 FAY 
p 44 


| ; 1 by, , 
- a 4 ” hos % mn ff A 6 
* 4 * Nl 1 N 
* * * * n 0 4 
9 


8 
* Y 
KL £ 
* of 
= 
I - 5 

3 
* 32 
Mi 
7 
W 
4 
py 4 
1 

: 
1} 
I * 
42 
FJ 
Sr 


[7 ] 


in his Heart, I told him, Do not expect to ſee 


me any more I believe Satan will ſeparate us 
for a Seaſon. Accordingly, the next Day, 1 was 
informed, the Commanding Officer had given 
ſtrict Orders, that neither Mr. W://-y, nor any of 
his People, ſhould be admitted.” I did believe 
ſo, having ſeen many ſuch Things before: Yet 


without affecting a Spirit of Prophecy. 


But that I do claim it, you will prove, ſecond- 
ly, from my mentioning © the great Work, which 
Gop intends, and is now beginning to work aver 
all the Earth.” By what Art you extract ſuch 
a Concluſion out of fuch Premiſes, I know not. 
That Gop #ntends this, none, who believe the 
Scripture, doubt. And that He has 4:gun it, both 
in Europe and America, any who will make 
Uſe of their Eyes and Ears, may know with- 
out any “ miraculous Gift of Propheſying.“ 


8. In your Sixth Section, you afſert, * That 
I lay Claim to other miracul/ouvs Gifts, As you 
borrow this Objection from Mr. Church, I need 
only give the ſame Anſwer I gave before, 


T* 1 ball give (ſays Mr. Church) but one Ac- 
count more, and that is, what you give of yourſelf, 
The Sum whereof is, At two ſeveral Times, be- 
ing Ill, and in violent Pain, I prayed to Gov, and 
found immediate Eaſe. I did fo. I aſſert the Fat 
ſtill. But F theje (you ſay) are not Miraculous 
Cures, all this is rank Enthuſiaſm. 


« I will put your Argument in Form : 


He that believes thoſe are Miraculous Cures, 
which are not, 1s a rank Enthuſiaſt, 


But 


* Page 45, Sc. 4 Firſt Letter to Mr. Church, 
P. 45» | 


* [ 8 : 
But you believe thoſe to be Miraculous Cures,. 
which are not : 


Therefore yon are a rank Enthuſiaſt. 


« Before I anſwer, I muſt know what you 
mean by Miracu/eus ? If you term every thing ſo, 
which is not rid ly accountable for, by the ordinary 
Courſe of natural Cauſes : Then I deny the latter 
Part of the ſecond Propoſition. And unleſs you 
can make this good, unleſs you can prove the 
Effects in queſtion are ſtrictly accountable for, by 
the ordinary Courſe of natural Cauſes, your Ar- 
gument is nothing worth.“ 


. Having largely anſwered your next Objection 
relating to what I ſtill term, || a fignal Inftance of 
Gos particular Providence, I need only refer 
you to thoſe Anſwers, not having Leiſure, to ſay 
the ſame Thing ten Times over. 


Whether I n claim, and ſometimes 
diſclaim Miracles, will be conſidered by and by. 


In your Seventh Section, you ſay, * I ſhall 


now give ſome Account, of their grievous Con- 
flidis and Combats with Satan“ O, Sir, ſpare your- 
ſelf, if not the Methodi//s! Do not go ſo far out 
of your Depth. This is a Subject you are as ut- 
terly unacquainted with, as with Juſtification, or 
the New-Birth. 


But I attend your Motions. © Mr. Velen, 
you ſay, was adyifed, to a very high Degree of 
Silence. | 
Days, and travelling fourſcore Miles together“ 


«© The 


Letter to Mr. Church, p. 42. 2 Lett. p. 46. 


. ee. 


And he Irs to none at all for twa- 


„ — — ITE f * & 
% e £ 
Sek, 31 N 
Et, C , 
% 


. a 5 s g 
65 2 * w# DF F. 


10 

„% The ſame Whim (you go on) has run thro! 
ſeveral of the Religious Orders Hence St. 
Bona entura ſays, That Silence in all the Religi- 
ous, is neceſſary to Perfection St. Agathe held 
a Stone in his Mouth for three Vears, till he had 
learned Taciturnity—St. Alcantara carried ſeveral 
Pebbles in his Mouth for three Vears likewiſe, 
and for the ſame Reaſon geen obſerved a con- 
tinual Silence for thirty Vears St Fancis ob- 
ſerved it himſelf, and enjoined it upon his Brethren, 


'The Rule of Silence was religiouſly obſerved by 
St Dominic.” 


I have repeated more of your Words than I 
otherwiſe ſhould, in order to ſhew to a Demon- 
ſtration, that a Man of a lively Imagination, may 


run a Parallel to any Length, without any Foun- 
da ion in Nature. 


You begin, © The ſame Whim (which led Mr. 
W:// y to obſerve an Abſolute Silence fot two 
Days) and ſo run on to St. Binaventura, St. 4pathe, 
and I know not whom. But did Mr. Itty 
© obſerve an abſolute Silence ſor two Days?“ 
No; not for one Hour. My Words, „I“ ſpoke 
to none at all for fourſcore Miles together,“ im- 
ply neither more nor leſs, than that I ſpoke to 
none concerning the Things of.Gop,”” as it is 
in the Words immediateiy preceeding. And you 
know this as well as I. But 'tis all one for 
that. Wit, not Truth, is the Point you aim at. 


_ My ſuppoſed Inconſiſtency, with regard to the 
Moravians, which you likewiſe drag in (as they 
ſay) by Head and Shoulders, 1 have ſhewn again 
and again, to be no Inconſiſtency at all: Parti- 
cularly in both the Letters to Mr. Church. 


: 10. Well, 


— 


7. 


2 4 Jeurnal, p. 80. 
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10. Well, but as to Conflis with Satan, © Nor 
can Mr. }://-y, you ſay, eſcape the Attacks of 
this mfernal Spirit,” namely, ſuggeſting diſtruſt- 
ful Thoughts, and buffeting him with inward 
Temptations.” Sir, did you never hear of any 
one ſo attack'd, unleſs among the Papifſs or Me- 
the How deeply then are you experienced 
both in the Ways of Gop, and the Devices of 
Satan: 


You add, wish regard to a Caſe mentioned in 
the * Fourth Journal, © Though I am not con- 
vinced that theſe Fits «sf Laughing, ate to be aſ- 
cribed to Satan, yet J intirely agree, That they 
are inv lu tury and unavoidable.” I am glad we 
agree ſo far. But I muſt ſtill go farther ; I can- 
not but aſcribe them to a Preternatural Agent: 
Having obſerved fo many Circumſtances attending 
them which cannot be accounted for by any na- 
| tural Cauſes. 


Under the Head of Conflicts with Satan, you 
obſerve farther, « Mr. W:/ry fays, while he was 
preaching, the Devil knew, his Kingdom ſhook, 
and therefore ſtirred up his Seryants to make a 
Noiſe : That, Set nber 18, The Prince of the 
'Air made another Attempt, in Defence of his 
tottering Kingdom: And that another "Time, 
the Devil's Children fought valiantly for their 
Maſter.“ I own the whole Charge. I did fay 
all this. Nay, and if need were, I ſhould ſay it 
again. \ 


— — — ———_—_————— 


You cite one more Inſtance from my Furth 

Fournal, © The many-heaged Beaſt began to roar 

again.“ So your Head is ſo full of the Subject, 

i that you cenſtrue even poor Horace's Bellua multor um Y 

| e pitum into the Devil ! 1 
| | Theſe . 
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Page you refer to. Neither thoſe that follow. 
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Theſe are all the Combats and Conflicts with Sa- 
tan, which you can prove I ever had. O, Sir, wich- 
out more and greater Conflicts than theſe, none 
ſhall ſce the Kingdom of Goo. 


11. In the following Sections, you are equally 
out of your Element. The“ firſt of them relates 
to Spiritual Deſertions ; all which you make the 
Subject of dull Ridicule, and place to the Account 
of Enthuſiaſm. And the Caaſe of all you give 
in the following Words:“ We may look upon 
Enthuſiaſm as a kind of Drunkennets, filling and 
intoxicating the Brain, with the heated Fumes 
of Spirituous Particles. Now no {ooner does the 


Inebriation go off, but a Coldneſs and Dulneſs 
takes place. 


12. As wildly do you Þ talk of the Doubts and 
and Fears incident to thoſe who are weak in 
Faith. I cannot prevail upon myic!t, to proſti- 
tute this awful Subject, by entering into any De- 
bate concerning it, with one who is innocent of 
the whole Affair. Only I muſt obſerve, that a 
great Part of what you advance concerning me, is 
intirely wide of the Queſtion. Such is all you 
quote from the firſt, and a conſiderable Part of 
what you quote from my /econd Feurna!, This 
you know in your own Confcience ; for you know 
I ſpeak of myſelf, during that whole Tune, as 
having no- Faith at all. Conſequently, the“ Ri- 
ſings and Fallings'” I experienced then, have 
nothing to do with thoſe “ Doubts and Fears, 
which many go through, ter ien bade by Faith 
received Remiſſion of Sins.“ 


The next Words which you cite, “ thrown 
into great Perplexities.” I cannot find in the 


The 


— —— — 


295. p. 75, Cc. f $9. p. 79, &c. 5 
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The dum of them is, That “ at that Time I did 
not feel the Love of Gop, but found Deadneſs 


and Wandrings in Publick Prayer, and Coldneſs 
even at the Holy Communion.” Well, Sir; And 


have you never found in yourſelf, any ſuch Cold- 


neſs, Deadneſs and Wandrings? I am perſuaded 
you have. And yet ſurely your Brain is always 
cool and temperate! Never“ intoxicated with the 
heated Fumes of Spirituous Particles!“ 


13. If you quote not incoherent Scraps (by 
which you may make any thing out of any thing) 
but intire connected Sentences, it will appear 
that the reſt of your Quotations make no more 
for your Purpoſe than the foregoing. Thus, al- 
though I allow, that on * May 24, I was much 
buffeted with Temptations, but I cried to Gop 
and they fled away ; that they returned again 
and again; I as often lifted up my Eyes, and he 
ſent me Help from his Holy Place: It will on- 
ly prove the very Obſervation I make myſelf. 
J was fighting both zer the Law and under 
Grace. But then I was ſometimes, if not often, 
conquered : Now I was always Conqueror.” 


That ſometime after, I“ was ſtrongly aſſaulted 
again, and after recovering Peace and Joy, was 
thrown into Perplexity afreſh by a Letter aſſerting, 
That no Doubt or Fear could conſiſt with True 
Faith: That my weak Mind cou d not then bear, 
to be thus /awn 4a /under .” Will not appear 
ſtrange to any one who are not utter Novices in 
Experimental Religion. No more than that one 
Night the next Year, © I had no Life or Spirit 
in me, aud was much in doubt, whether Gop 
would not lay me afide, and ſend other La- 


bourers into his Harveſt.” 
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14: You add, He ou's his frequent Relapſes 
into Sin, for near twice ten Years. Such is the 
Caſe of a Perſon who tells us, that he carefully 
conſidered every Step he took; one of inti- 
mate Communication with the Deity.” Sir, I 
did not tell you that: Though, according ts 
Cuſtom, you mark the Words as mine. Tis well 
for you, that Forging Quotations is not Felony. 


My Words are, „O what an Hypocrite have 

J been (if this be ſo) ſor near twice ten Years ! 
But I know it is not ſo. I know every one 
under the Law, is even as I was''; namely from 
the Time I was twelve Years old, till conſider- 
ably above thirty. 


« And is it not range (you ſay) that ſuch a 
one ſhould be deſtitute of Means to reſolve his 
Scruples? Should be ever at Variance with him- 
ſelf, and find no Place to fix his Foot? 


Good Sir, not too faſt. You quite out-run 
the Truth again. Bleſſed be Gov, this is: nat 
my Caſe. T am not deſtitute of Means to re- 
ſolve my Scruples. I have ſome Friends, and a 
little Reaſon left. I am not ever at Variance 
with myſelf; and have found a Place to fix my 
Foot. | 


«« Now 1 have found the Ground wherein 
Firm my Soul's Anchor may remain; 

The Wounds of Jesus, for my Sin 
Before the World's Foundation ſlain.” 


And yet one of your Aſſertions I cannot deny i 
Namely; That you“ could run the Parallel be- 


tween me and Numbers of Fanatical Papiſts.” 


And that not only with Regard to my Temper, 
but my Stature, Complexion, yea (if need were) 
the very Colour of my \ 


15. In 


" —__ 


„ 
© 15. In your“ next Section yon are to give an 
Account of the © Spiritual Succours and Advan- 
tages received either during thefe Trials or-very 


ſoon after.” "Tis no Wonder you make as lame 


Work with theſe, as with the Conflits which 
1 them. As the Heart Fnotoctb its oton 

itterneſi, ſo 4 Stranger doth not intermeddle with 
his Foy. But 'tis no Buſineſs of mine, as you 


have not done me the Honour to cite any of my 
Words in this Section. | 


16. The + Unieadinefs of the Methodifts both 
in Sentiments and Practice, is what you next 
undertake to prove. Your looſe Declamation 
with which you open the Cauſe, I paſs over, as 
it reſts on your own bare Word; and haſte to your 
main Reaſon, drawn from my Sentiments and 
Practice, with Regard to the Moravian-. | 


« He repreſents them, you ſay, in the blackeft 
Colours ; yet declares, in the main they are ſome 
of the beſt People in the World. His Love 
and Efteem for them, increaſes more and more. 
His own Diſciples among the Methodiſtes go over 
to them in Crowds. © But ftill Methogi/m is the 
ſtrongeſt Barrier” againſt the Moravian Doctrines 
and Principles.” | 


Sir, I bear you Witneſs, you have learnt one 
Principle at leaſt, from thoſe with whom you 
have lately converſed ; namely, That no Faith 1s 
to be kept with Hereticks; of which you have 

iven us abundant Proof. For you know I have 
Rdy aafwered every Article of this Charge, which 
you repeat, as if I had not opened my Lips 
about it. You know, that there is not one 
grain of Truth, in ſeveral Things which ou 

here 
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here poſitively aſſert. For Inſtance, * His Love 
and Eſteem of them, increaſes more and more.“ 
Not ſo, no more than my Love and Eſteem for 
V. I love you both; but I do not much 
Eſteem. either. Again, His own Diſciples 
among the Mothodiſin, go over to them in Crowds.“ 
When? Where? I know not that Ten of my Diſ- 
ciples, as you call them, have gone over to them 
for twice ten Months. O Sir, conſider ! How 
do you know but ſome of your Diſciples may 
tell your Name? | | 


17. With the ſame Veracity you. go on. In 
the Character of a Methodi/, thoſe of the Set 
are deſcribed as having all the Virtues that can 
adorn the Chriſtian Profeſſion. But in their 
Journals you find them waſpiſh, condemning all 
the World, except themſelves; and among them- 
ſelves, perpetual Broils and Conſuſions, with 
various other Irregularities and Vices.“ 


+ I anſwer, 1. The Tract you refer to (as 1s 
expreſly declared in the Pr. face) does not deſcribe 
what the Me:boviff; are already: But what they 
defire to be, and what they will be then when 
they fully practiſe the Doctrine they hear. 2. Be 
pleaſed to point the Pages in my Fournals which 
mention thoſe various Irregularities and Vi- 
ces.” Of their © perpetual Broils and Confu- 
ſions“ I ſhall ſpeak under their proper Head. 


You add, „Sometimes they are ſo far from 
fearing Death that they wiſh it. But the Keen- 
neſs of the Edge is ſoon blunted. They are full 
of dreadful Apprehenſions, that the Clergy in- 
tend to murther them.” Do you mean me, Sir? 
I 'plead not guilty. I never had any ſuch Ap- 
prehenſion. Yet I ſuppoſe, you deſigned the 
Complement for 4 by your dragging in two 

2 or 
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er three broken Sentences from my 5 Journal. 
But how little to the Purpoſe? Seeing at the 
Time that was written, I had never pretended; 
to be above the Fear of Death. So that this is 
no. Proof of the Point in View, of the Un- 
ſteadineſs of my Sentiments or Practice.“ 


18. You proceed, One Day, they fancy it 
their Duty to preach ; the next, they preach 
with great Reluctance Very true! but they 
fancy it their Duty till ; elſe they would not 
preach at all. This therefore does not prove 
any Inequality either of Sentiment or Practice.“ 


« Mr. Nit is ſometimes quite averſe from 
ſpeaking, and then perplext with the Doubt, is. 
it a Prohibition from the Good Spirit? Or a 
Temptation from Nature and the Evil one” ? 


Juſt of a Piece with the Reſt, The Sentence 


runs thus, I went ſeveral Times with a De- 
fign to ſpeak to the Sailors, but could not. I 
mean, I was quite averſe from ſpeaking. Is not 
this what Men commonly mean by, I could 
not ſpeak ? And is this a ſufhcient Cauſe of Si- 
lence, or no? Is it a Prohibition from the Good 
Spirit? Or a Temptation from Nature or the 
Evil one? Sir, I was in no Doubt at all on the 
Occafion. Nor did I intend to expreſs any in 
theſe Words; but to appeal to Men's Conſci- 
ence, Whether what they call a Prohibition from. 
the Good Spirit, be not a mere Temptation from 
Nature or the Evil-one ? | 


19. In the + next Section you are to ſhew, 
« the Art, Cunniny and Syphiftry of the Metbe- 
gifts, who when hard preſt by Argument, run 


themſelves 
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themſelves - into Inconſiſtency and Se/ftortradice 
tion; and occaſionally either defend or give up 


ſome of their favourite Notions and Principal 
Points,” te 


I dare ſay, Sir, you will not put them to the 
Trial. A gument hes out of the Way of one. 
Solutas 

Qui captat niſus hominem famag dicacis, But to 
the Proof. Mr. Veſſey, you ſay, at one Time 
declares for a diſintereſted Love of Gop : At an- 
other, declares, ** There is no one Caution in 
all the Bible, againſt the ſelfiſh Love of Gop.”” 


Nay, Sir, I will tell you what is ſtranger 


ſtill. Mr. J7:/ey holds at one Time, both Sides 
of this Contradiction. I now declare, both that 


« all true Love is diſintereſted, /eeketh not her 
own: And that there is no one Caution in all the 
Bible, againſt the ſelfiſh Love of GOD.“ 


What have I the t to ſlip out of your Hands 
again? „Pardon me (as your old Friend ſays) 
for being Jocular.” | 


20. You add, (a/tivs inſargens) “ but it is a 
conſiderable Offence to charge another wrong- 
fully and contradi&t himſelf about the Doctrine 
of Aſſurances.” To prove this upon me, you 
bring my own Words. The“ Aſſurance we 
preach, is of quite another Kind from that 
Mr. Bedford writes againſt. We ſpeak of an 
Aſſurance of our preſent Pardon; not, as he does, 
of our final Perſeverance.” 


« Mr. V might have conſidered (you ſay) 


that when they talk of A/urance of Pardon and 
| B 2 
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Salvation, the World will extend the Meaning of 
the Words, to our Eternal State.” I do con- 
fider it, Sir. And therefore I never uſe that 
Phraſe, either in Preaching or Writing. Au- 
rance of Pardon and Salvation is an Expreſſion 
that never comes out of my Lips. And if 


Mr. Whit:feld does uſe it, yet he does not 


preach ſuch an Aſſurance, as the Privilege of all 
Chriſtians, - 


« But Mr. W:/tey himſelf ſays, That though 
a full 4/irance of Faith doth not neceſſarily im- 
ply a full Aſfurance of our Future Perjeverance”, 
yet © ſome have both the one and the other.” 
And now what becomes of his Charge againſt 
Mr. Beard? And it is not mere Evaſion to 
ſay afterwards, © "This is not properly an Aſſu- 
rance of what is Future“? | 


Sir, this Argument preſſes me very bard 1 May 


T not be allowed a little E-a/jon now ? Come, 


for once I will try to do withont it, and to an- 
ſwer flat and plain. 


And I anſwer, 1. That Faith is one Thing; 


the Full Aſſurance of Faith,. another: 2. That 
even the u,] Aſſurance of Faith, does not imply 


the full Aſurance of Perſeverance. "This bears an- 


other Name; being ſtiled by St. Paul, Thr full 
Aſſurance of Hope. 3. Some Chriftians: have only 
the firſt of theſe. They have Faith ; but mixt 
with Doubts and Fears. Some have allo e 
full Afſurance of Faith; a full Conviction of pre- 
ſent Pardon : And yet not the ful! Affurance of 
Hape; not a full Conviction of their Future Per- 
 feverance. 4. The Faith which we preach, as 
neceſſary to all Chriſtians, is the firſt of theſe, 
and no other. Therefore, 5. It is no Evaſ.on 
at all to ſay, „ This (the Faith which we preach 
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az neceſſary to all Chriſtians) is not properly, aa 
Aſſurance of what is future”. And conſequently, 
my Charge againſt Mr. Bedford ſtands good, 
„That his Sermon on A/urance, is an Ignoratio 
Elenchi (an Ignorance of the Point in Queſtion) 
from Beginning to End.” Therefore neither do. 
I: charge another. wrongfully, nor contradidt: 
myſelf about the Doctrine of Aflurances.” 


21. To prove my Art, Cunning and Fbafon, 


you inſtance next in the Caſe of Impu//es, Impre/- 
/fons. . You begin With what pertinacious Con- 


fidence,. have Inpulſes, . Impreſſions, Feelings, &c. 
been advanced into certain Rules of Conduct? 
Their Followers have been taught to depend 
upon them, as ſure Guides and infa/lib/e Prog. 


To ſupport this weighty Charge. you bring 
one ſingle Scrap, about a Line and a Quarter 
from one of my Fowrna/s.. The Words are theſe. 
„ By the moſt infallible of Proofs, Inward Feeling, . 
J am convinced”.. Convinced of what? It im- 
mediately follows, Of Unbelief, having no 
fuch Faith as will prevent my Heart from be- 


ing troubled.” ' 


I here affert, That Inward Feeling or Conſci-- 
ouſneſs, is the moſt infallible Prog, of Unbelief, . 
of the Want of ſuch a Faith, as will prevent 
the Hearts being troubled. But do I here ad- 
vance Impreſſions, Impulſes, Feelings, c. into 
certain Rul's of Conduct“ * Or any where elſe? 
You may juſt as well fay,.I advance them into 
certain Proofs of Tranfubſtantiation. 


Neither in Writing, in Preaching, nor in pri- 
vate Converſation, have I ever “ taught any of 
my Followers, to depend upon them as ſure 
Guides or infallible Proofs“ of any Thing. x 
Any, 


[ 20 } 
Nay, You. yourſelf, own, I have taught quite 
the Reverſe; And that at bo: ana firit ſetting 


out. Then as well as ever fince, I have told 


the Societies, They were, not to judge by their 
own Inward Feelings. I warned them, all theſe 
were in themſelves, of a doubtfnl, diſputable 
Nature. They might be from Gop, or they 
might not, and were therefore to be tried by a 
further Rule, to be brought to the only certain 
Teſt, the Law and the Teſtimony. * 


This is what I have taught from firſt to laſt. 
And now, Sir, what becomes of your heavy 
Charge? On which Side lies the“ pertinacious 
Confidence” now How clearly have you made 
out, my Incon/iftency and Se/ftontradiftion? And 
that 1“ occafionally either defend or give up, 
my Favourite Notions and Principal Points? 


22. © Þ+ Inſpiration and the extrarrdinary Calls 
and Guidances of the: Holy Ghoft, are what yon 
next affirm to be given up.” Not by me, I do 
not give up one Tittle on this Head, which I 
ever maintained. But obſerve. Before you at- 
tempt to prove my giving them up, you are to 
prove, that I laid Claim to them: That I laid 
Claim to ſome Extraordinary Inſpiration, Call or 
Guidance of the HoLy Guosr. 


' You ſay, © My C:ncfons on this Head (to 
Mr. Church) are ambiguous and evaſive.” Sir, you 
miſtake the Fact. I make no Conceſſions at all, 
either to him or you. I give up nothing that 
ever I advanced on this Head. But when Mr. 
Church charged me with what I did not advance, 
I replied, < I claim no other Direction of GO D's, 
but what is common to all Believers. 1 pretend 
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to be no otherwiſe inſpired, than you are, if you 
love Gop. Where is the Ambiguity or Enafon in 
this? I meant it for a flat Denial of the Charge. 


23. Your next Section, Spirat tragicum /atir,. 
charging the Methodiſis with Sceptici/m and Infideli-. 
y, with Doubts and Denials of the Truth of Re- 
velation, and. Atheiſm itſelf.” The Paſſages 
brought from my F-ournals to prove this Charge, 
which you have prudently rantboſed, I beg leave 
2 conſider in the ſame Order, as they ſtand 

re. 


The firſt, you Preface thus : «© Upon the Peo- 
ple's i// Uſage (or ſuppoſed ill Uſage) of Mr. 
Mic in Georgia, and their ſpeaking of all Man- 
ner of Evil, Vieh (as he fays) againſt him; and 
trampling under Foot. the Word, after having 
been very attentive to it. What an Emotion in 
him is hereby raiſed? “ do hereby bear Wit- 
neſs againſt myſelf, that I could ſcarce refrain. 
from giving the lie to Experience and Reaſon and. 
Scripture altogether.” 


V 


The Paſſage, as I wrote it, ſtands thus: 
% Sunday, March 7. 1 entered upon my Minittry - 
at Sevanrah. In the Second Leſſon, Luke 18.. 
was our Loa p's Prediction of, the Treatment 
which he himſelf, and conſequently his Fol- 
lowers, were to meet with from the World.“ 


« Vet notwithſtanding theſe plain Declara - 
tions of our Lox p, notwithſtanding my own re- 
peated Experience, notwithſtanding the Expe- 
rience of all the Sincere Followers of CHa ISH, 
whom I ever talked with, read or heard of, nay 
and the Reaſon of the Thing, evincing to a De- 
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monſtration, That all who love not the Light, 
muſt hate him who 1s continually labouring to 
pour it in upon them; I do here bear Witneſs 
againſt myſelf, that when I ſaw the Number of 
People crowding into the Church, the deep At- 
tention with which they received the Word, and 
the Seriouſneſs that afterwards ſat on all their 
Faces: I could ſcarce refrain from giving the lie 
to Experience, and Reaſon and Scripture all to- 
gether. I could hardly believe, that the greater, 


the far greater Part of this attentive, ſerious Peo- 
pes would hereafter trample under Foot that 
ord, and ſay all Manner of Evil falſely of 


him that ſpoke it. 


Sir, does this prove me guilty of Scepticiſin or 
Tsfilelity ? Of douviing or denying the Truth of Re- 
pelation? Did I ſpeak this, © upon the Peoples 
«fine me ill, and ſaying / Manner of Evil againſt 
me? Or am I here deſcribing any Emotion, raiſed 
in me hereby? Bluſh, bluſh, Sir, if you can bluſh. 
You had here no poſſible Room for Miſtake. 
You groſly and wilfully faliify the whole Paſſag e, 
to ſupport a groundleſs, ſhameleſs Accuſation. 


24. The ſecond Paſſage (written Fanuary 24. 
1737-8.) is this. In a Storm I think, What 
if the Goſpel be not true? Then thou art of all 
Men moſt fooliſh. For what haſt thou given thy 
Goods, thy Eaſe, thy Friends, thy Reputation, 
thy Country, thy Life ? For what art thou wan- 
dring over the Face of the Earth? A Dream? 
A cunningly deviſed Fable? 


'T am here deſcribing the Thoughts which paſt 
through my Mind, when I was confeſſedly an 


Unbeliever. But even this implies no Sceptici/m, 


much 
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much leſs Atheiſm ; no Denial of the Truth ef Re- 
velation: But barely ſuch tranſient Doubt, as T 


reſume may aſlault any thinking Man that 
nows not Gop. | 


The third“ Paſſage, (which you tack to the 
former, as if they were one and the ſame) runs 
thus. © 1 have not ſuch a Peace as excludes 
the Poſſibility either of Doubt or Fear. When 
Holy Men have told me, I had no Faith, I have 
often doubted, whetlier I had or no? And thoſe 
Doubts have made me very uneaſy, till I was re- 
lieved by Prayer and the Holy Seriptures. 


Speak frankly, Sir, does this prove me guil. 
of Scepticiſm, Infidelity or Atbeiſm? What elſe 
does it prove? Juſt nothing at all, but the“ per- 
tinacious Confidence” of him that cites it. 


25. Yon recite more at large one Paſſage 
more. The whole Paragragh ſtands thus. 


+-<* St. Paul tells us, the Fruit F the Spirit 
is Love; Foy, Peace, Long-fſuffering, © Gentleneſs, 
Meenejs, Temperance. Now although by the 
Grace of Gop in Cur1sT, I find a Meafure of 
ſome of theſe in myſelf, viz. of Peace, Long- 
ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Meekneſs, Temperance '; 
yet others I find not. I cannot find in myſelf 
the Love of Gov or of Curisr. Hence my 
Deadneſs and Wanderings in Publick Prayer. 
Hence it is; that even in the Holy Communion, 
J have rarely any more than a cold Attention. 
Hence when I hear of the higheſt Inftance of 
God's Love, my Heart is till ſenſeleſs and un- 
affected. Yea, at this Moment {O#. 14. W 
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T feel ho more Love to him, than one I had 


never heard of.“ 


To any who knew ſomething of inward Re- 
ligion I ſhould have obſerved, that this is what 
ſerious Divines mean by De/ertion. But all Ex- 
preſſions of this Kind are Jargon to you. 80 
allowing it to be whatever you pleaſe, I aſk 
-only, 45 you know, how long I continued in 
this State? How many Years, Months, Weeks 
or Days? If not, how can you infer, what my 
State of Mind is now, from what it was above 
.Eleven Years ago? "Is 


Sir, I do not tell you, or any Man elſe, that 
% I cannot v find the Love of Gop in myſelf : 
Or that now, in the Year 1751. © I rarely feel 
more than a cold Attention in the Holy Com- 
munion”, So that your whole Argument, built 
on this Suppoſition, falls to the Ground at 
once. 


26. Senſible, T preſume, of the Weakneſs of 
this Reaſon, you immediately apply to the Pa 
Fons, by that artful Remark, © Obſerve, Reader, 
«this is the Man, who charges our Religion, as no 
better than the Turkiſh Pilgrimages to Mecca, or 
the Popiſb Worſhip of our Lady at Lyretts”” | Oar 
Religion! How naturally will the Reader ſup- 
Poſe, that I fix the Charge either on the P: o- 
: teflant Religion in general, or on that of the 
Church of England in particular? But how far is 
this from the Truth? 


My Words concerning thoſe who are com- 
monly called Religious, are, * Wherein does 
| their 
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their Religion conſiſt? In Righteouſneſs and true 
Holinefs? In Love ſtronger than Death ? Fer- 
vent Gratitude to Gop, and tender Affection to 
all his Creatures? Is their Religion the Religion 
of the Heart? A Renewal of Soul in the Image 
of Gor? Do they reſemble him they worſhip? 
Are they free from Pride, from Vanity, from 
Malice, from Envy ? From Ambition and Ava- 
rice, from Paſſion and Luſt, from every uneaſy 
and unlovely Temper ? Alas! I fear neither they 
(the greater Part at leaſt) nor you have any more 
Notion of this Religion, then the Peaſant that 
holds the Plow, of the Religion of a Gymno/jo- 


phijft.” 


« Tis well if the genuine Religion of CurirsT, 
has any more Alliance with what you call Religion, 
than with the urtiſb Pilgrimages to Mecca, or 
the Popiſb Worſhip of our Fady of Loretto. Have 
not yon ſubſtituted in the Place of the Religion 
of the Heart, ſomething (I do not ſay, equally 
/inful, but) equally vain and foreign to the Wor- 
ſhipping of Gop in Spirit and in Truth? What 
elſe can be ſaid even of Prayer, Publick or Pri- 
vate, in the Manner wherein % generally per- 
form it? As a Thing of Ceucſe, running round 
and round, in the ſame dull Track, without 
either the Knowledge or the Love of Gop? 
Without one Heavenly Temper, either attained or 
improved?” 


Now, Sir, what Room is there for your“ own 
Exilamation;”, what Sort of heavenly Temper is 
his? How can he poſlibly, conſiſtently with Cha- 
rity, call this our genera/ Performance? Sir, I 
do not. I only appeal to the Conſcience of You 
(and each particular Reader) Whether this 1s, or 
is not, the Manner wherein 72 (in the ſingular 
Number) generally perform publick or private 
Prayer. © How poflibly, without being omniſ- 
cient, can he aſfirm, that Ve (I prelume you 

C mean 
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mean, all the Members of our Church) pray 
without one heavenly Tenper? Or know; any 
Thing at all of our private Devotions? How 
monſtrous is all this”. Recollect yourſelf, Sir. 
If your Terror is real, you are more afraid thin 
hurt. I do not affirm any ſuch Thing. I do 
not take upon me, to 49» any Thing at all of 
your private Devotions, But IT ſuppoſe, I may 
inquire, without Offence, and beg you ſerionſly to 
examine yourſelf before Gop. 


So you have brought no one Proof, «That 
Scepticiſm, Infidelity and Atheiſm, are either conſti- 
tucnt Parts or genuine Cinſequences of Methodijm.“ 
Therefore your florid Declamation in the follow- 
ing Pages, is intirely out of its Place. And you 
might have ſpared yourſelf the Trouble of account- 
ing for what has no Being, but in your own Ima- 
gination. 


27. You charge the Methozits next, with * 
« an wncharitable Spirit. All you advance in 
Proof of this, as if it were from my Writings, 
but without naming either Page or Book, I have 
nothing to do with. But whatever you tell me 
where to find, I ſhall carefully conſider. 


I obſerve but one ſingle Paſſage of this Sort. 
And that you have worn thread-bear already. 


« By the moſt infallible of Proofs, inward Feel- 


ing, I am convinced of levity and luxuriancy 
of Spirit by ſpeaking Words not tending to 
edify ; but moſt by my Manner of Speaking of my 
Eremies. Sir, you may print this, not only in 
Ita lichs, but in CAPITALS, and yet it would do 
you no Sexyice, For what I was convinced of 
then was not Uncharitab/enejſs, but as I expreſly 
mentioned, Levity of Spirit.“ 


28. 
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28. + Of the ſame Uncharitable Nature, you 
ſay, is their Application of Divine Fudgments to 
their Oppoſers.”” You borrow two Inftances 


from Mr. Church. But you omit the Anſwers, 
which I ſhall therefore ſubjoin. 


His Words are, You deſcribe Heaven as ex- 
ecuting Judgments, immediate Puniſhmenis on 
thoſe who oppole you. You ſay, Mr. Molther 
was taken ill this Day. I believe it was the 
Hand of Gop that was upon him.” I do. But 


I do not ſay as a Judgment for oppoling me. That 
you ſay for me. | 


Again, you mention, ſays Mr. Church, as 
an awful Providence, the Caſe of a poor Wretch, 
who was laſt Week curling and blafpheming, 
and had boaſted to many, That he would cone 
on Sunday, and no Man ſhould ſtop his Moutn 
but on Friday, Gop laid his Hand upon 
him, and on Sunday he was buried.” I do look 
on this as a manifeſt Judgment of Gop, on a 


hardened Sinner, for his complicated Wick- 
edneſs.“ 


To repeat theſe Objections, without taking the 
leaſt Notice of the Anſwers, is one of the uſual 
Proofs of your charitable Spirit. 


29. You F{ © paſs on to the Mr1hoidiff's un- 
charitable Cuſtom of ſummoning their Oppo- 
ncnts to the Bar of Judgment. 


You bring two Paſſages from my Writings to 
prove this. The firſt is, “calling at Newgate 
(in Briſio“) I was informed, that the poor 
Wretches under Sentence, of Death, were ear- 
neſtly defirous to ſpeak with me; but the Al- 


derman Beacher had ſent an expreſs Order, that 
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they ſhould not. I cite Alderman B. to an- 
wer for theſe Souls, at the Judgment Seat of 
Chriſt.” 

Why do. you leave out thoſe Words, for the/? 
Souls ? Becauſe they ſhew the Sentence means 


neither more nor leſs, than * if h S24u/7s periſh, 


He, not I, muſt anſwer for them at the Great 
Day.” 


The ſecond Paſlage is ſtill more wide from the 
Point. 'The whole of it is as follows. 


“ I have often inquired, Who were the Au- 
thors of this Report (That I was a Papi) and 
have generally found, they were either Biggotted 
Diſſenters, or (I ſpeak it without Fear or Favour) 
Miniſters of our own Church I have alſo fre- 
quently conſidered, What poſhble Ground or 
Motive they could have thus to ſpeak : Secing 
few Men in the World have had Occaſion ſo 
clearly and openly to declare their Principles, as 
I have done both by Preaching, Printing and Con- 
verſation, for ſeveral Years lait paſt. And I can 
no otherwiſe think, than that either they ſpoke 
thus (to put the moſt favourable Conſtruction 
upon it) from grofs Ignorance ; they knew not 
what Popery was; they knew not what Doctrines 
theſe are which the Pap fs teach: Or they wil- 
folly fpoke what they knew to be falſe, proba- 
bably /binking thereby to do Gop Service. Now 
take this to your ſelves, whoever ye are, High 
or Low, Diſſenters or Church-men, Clergy or 
Laity, who have advanced this ſhameleſs Charge, 
and digeſt it how you can.” 


% But how have ye not been afraid, if ye be- 
heve there is a Gop, and that he knoweth the 
Secrets of your Hearts (I ſpeak now to you Preach- 
ers, more eſpecially, of whatever Denomination) 
to declare ſo groſs, palpable a Lie, in e a_ 
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of the Gop of Truth ? I cite you All before the 
Fudge of all the Earth,. either publickly to prove 
your Charge; or by publickly retracting it, to make 
the beſt Amends you can, to God, to me,, and to 
the World.” 


Sir, Do-I here ſummon” my Opponents #9- 
the Bar of Judgment? So you would make me 
do, by quoting only that. Scrap, *© I cite you: 
All before the judge of all the Earth!“ You: 
then add, with equal Charity and Sincerity,. 
« Here you have the rue Spirit of an Entbuſiaſt, 
fluſht with a mode} Aſſurance of his own. Sal- 
vation, and the charitable Proſpect of the Dam- 
nation of others.“ O-Sir, . never name Modeſty 
more | 


Here end your laboured Attempts to'ſhew the 
U:charitable Spirit of the Methodiſts; who, for 
any thing you have ſhewn to the contrary,. 
may be the moſt charitable People under the 
Sun. 


30. You charge the: Methodiffs next * with 
Violation and Contempt of Order and Authority,” 
namely the Authority of the Governors of the 
Church. | have anſwered every Article. of this 
Charge, in the Second and Third Parts of the: 
Farther Appea/, and the Letter to Mr. Church. 
when you have been ſo good as to reply to what: 
is there advanced, I may poſſibly ſay ſomething. 
more. 


What you offer of your ows upon this Head, Ii 
ſhall conſider without delay. 


© Women and Boys are actually employed in 
this Miniſtry of pub/ick Preaching.” leaſe to- 
tell me where? I know them not, nor ever heard 
of them before. 


O3 You: 


Sed. 18. p. 124. 
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You add what is more marvellous ſtill, I 
ſpeak from per/ona! Knowledge, that ſometimes, 
a little before the Delivering of the Elements at 
the Communion, three or four Metbodiſis together 
will take it into their Heads to go away : That 
ſometimes while the Sentences of the Ofertory 
were reading, they have called out to the Miniſter 
who — the Baſon, reproaching him for aſk- 
ing Alms of them: That ſometimes when the Mi- 
niſter has delivered the Bread into their Hands, 
inſtead of eating it, they would lip it into their 
Pockets,” Sir, you muſt ſhew your Face, before 
theſe Stories will find credit on your bare Aſſe- 
veration. 


« Yet they are ſurprized, you ſay, That every 
Man in his Senſes, don't without the leait Heſita- 
tion jein them.“ 


Sir, I am furprized (unleſs your are not in 


your Senſes) at your advancing ſuch a barefaced 
alſhood. 


31. You go on. Under this Head may not 
improperly be conſidered, their undutifull Be- 
haviour to the Civi/ Porters. What Proof have 
you of this? Why a ſingle Sentence, on which 
J laid fo little Streſs myſelf, that it is only in- 
ſerted by way of Parentheſis, in the Body of ano- 
ther Sentence. © Ye learned in the Law, What 
becomes of Magna Charta, and of Engliſh Liberty 
and Property? Are not theſe mere Sounds, 
while on any Pretence, there is ſuch a Thing as 
a Preſi-gang ſuffered in the Land? 


Upon this you deſcant: © The Legiſlature 
has at ſeveral Times made Acts for preſſing Men. 
But no Matter for this; touch but a Methoa:/?, 
and all may periſh, rather thau a Soldier be preſt 
— He who had before bound him not to 
ſpeak a tittle of worldly Things, is now Dawling 
tor Liberty and Property.” 


Very 


FT 
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Very lively this) But I hope, Sir, you do not 
offer it by way of Argument. You are not fo 
unlearned in the Law, as not to know, that the 
Legiſlature is out of the Queſtion. The Legiſla- 
ture ſix Years ago did not appoint PS gang, 
but Legal Officers, to preſs Men, Conſequently 
this is no Proof (and find another if you can) of 
our undutifu! Behaviour to the Civil P.wers. 


32. „Another natural Conſequence (you ſay ) 
of Mcthodijm, is their mutual Fea/oufies and En- 
vyings, their manifold Diviſions, fierce and ranco- 
rous Puarrels and Accuſations of one another.“ 


I ſhall carefully attend whatever you produce 
on this Head And if you prove this, I will 
grant you all the reft 


You firſt cite thoſe Words: “ Muſing on the 
Things that were paſt, and reflecting how many 
that came after me, were preferred before me, 
I opened my Teſtament on thoſe Words, 7he 
Gentiles which followed not after Righteouſneſs, have 
attained to Righteouſneſs ;- but Vrael which followed" 
ofter the Law of Rightecuſneſs, have not attained 
to the Law of Righteouſneſs.” 


And how does this prove the manifold Divi- 
Jon and rancorous Quarrels of the Methoditts ? 


Your ſecond Argument is, Mr. “ Whaitefiel1 
told me, he and I preached two different Goſ- 
pels: (His Meaning was, that he preached par- 
ticular, and I univerſal Redemption) and there- 
fore he would not join with me, but publickly 
preach againſt me,” 


Well, Sir, here was doubtleſs a Divifon for a 
Time; but no fierce ard rancerous Quarrel yet. 


You ſay thirdly, They write and publiſh 
againſt each other.“ True; but without any 


Degree either of fiercene/s or rancor. 
You 


* 


— 


—gyᷣ„ 


TEM 4 Journ. p. 14. . Sed. 19. p. 341 Se. 


1 

You aſſert fourthly. Mr. Veſſey in his Ser: 

mon on Free-Grace, oppoſes the other for the 
horrible Blaſphemies of his horrible Doctrine.“ 


Sir, away with your Flouriſhes and write plain 
Engliſh. I oppoſed the Doctrine of Predeſtina- 
tion which he held. But without any Degree 
either of rancour or fercengſs. Still therefore you 
miſs the Mark. 


You quote fifthly theſe Words. I ſpent 
an Hour with Mr. St9:ehouſe. O what x j 


(Perſuaſiveneſs of Speech) is here! Surely all 
the Deceivableneſs of Unrighteouſneſs But 
there was no Fierceneſ or Rancor on either Side. 


The Paſſage, a Fragment of which you pro- 
duce as a ſixth Argument, ſtands thus 4 


Few of us had a long Conference together. Mr, 


C. now told me plainly, he could not a- 


gree with me, becauſe I did not preach the Truth, 
particularly with regard to Election.“ He did 
ſo; but without any rarcor. We had a long 


Conference; but not a ferce one. 


You ſeventhly obſerve, © What Scurrility of 
Language the Moravians throw. out againſt Mr, 


Neffen“ Perhaps ſo. But this will not prove, 


that „the Merhodifis quarrel with each other.” 
«© And how does he turn their own Artillery 


upon them?“ This is your eighth Argument. 


But if I do, this no more proves the mutual 
Quarreli of the Methodiſt,“ than my turning your 
own Artillery upon you. 


33. Having by theſe eight irrefragable Argu- 


ments, clearly carried the Day, you raiſe yoar 
Creſt, and ery out, is this Methodi/m ? 


And reign ſuch mortal Feuds in heavenly Minds? 


Truly 
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Fruly, Sir, you have not yet brought one 
ſingle Proof (and yet I dare ſay, you have 
brought the very beſt you have) of any ſuch 
Feuds among the Metholils, as may not be 
found among the moſt heavenly-minded Men 
on Earth. 


But you are reſolved to purſue your Victory, 
and ſo go on. What are we to think of 
theſe Charges, of Whitcfe/7 and Meſiiy and the 
Meravians, one againſt another“? Ihe Myravi- 
ans, Sir, are out of the Queſtion ; for they are 
no M-'hodiffs. And as to the reſt, Mr. V Hite- 
field charges Mr. Veen, with hohling univerſal 
Redemption, and I charge hi ith holding 
particular Redemption. 'I'his is the ſtanding 
Charge on either Side. And now, Sir, what 
are we to think! Why, that you have not. 
proved one Point of this Charge againſt the 


| Methodiſts. 


However you ſtumble on. Are theſe Things 
ſo? Are they true, or are they not true? If not 
true, they are grievous C:/umniators ; if true, 
they are deteſtable Scars. Whether true or 


faltc, the Allegation Rands good. of their fierce 


and rancorous Yuarrels, and mutual, brinous Ac- 
cajations'”. 


Sir, has your Paſſion quite extingniſhed your 
Reaion? Have Fi--ceneſs and Rancour left vou no 
Underſtanding? Otherwiſe how is it poſſible you 
ſhould run on, at this ſenſele's, ſhamelefs Rate? 
Taeſe Things are true which Mr. Hit and 
ge object to each other. He holds the De- 
erees; I do not. Yet this docs not prove us 
% deteſtable Sectariſts. And whether theſe 
Things are true or falſe, your “ Allegation of 


gur fierce and rancorous Dnarrels, and mutual 


Beinsus Accuſations cannot ſtand good, without 
better Proof than you have yet produced. 
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34. Yet with the utmoſt Confidence, gua/f r- 
bene gefla, you proceed, And how ſtands the 
Matter among their Diſciples? They are a// to- 
gether by the Ears, embroiled and broken with 
unchriſtian Duarrels aud Confufions.” -. | 


How do you prove this? Why thus. Mr. 
W:ftey's feurth Fournal is moſtly taken up, in 
enumerating their Wrath, Diſentions and Apaſta- 
ies. No, Sir, not a tenth Part of it: Although 
it gives a full and explicit Account, of the 
greateſt Diſſentions which ever were among 
them. 


But to come to Particulars. You firſt cite 
theſe Words, At Oxford but a few who bad 
not forſaken them””. 


My Words are. Mond. Oct. 1. 1738. 1 
rode to Oxford, and found a few who had not 
vet Frſalen the afſembling themſelves tegelber.“ 
This is your frſt Proof, „that the M-thoaifs are 
all together by the Ears.” Your fecond is its 
very Twin- brother. Tue/#. 2. + I went to 
many who once heard the Word with Joy ; but 
when the Sun aroſe, they withered away.” 


Your third is this. { Many were induced 
(by the Aaraus to deny the Gift of Goo, 
and affirm, they never had any Faith at all.” 
You are at liberty to enjoy this Argument allo : 
And let it prove what it can prove, 


You fourthly cite theſe Words. f Many of 
our Siſters are ſhaken, grievouſly torn by Rea- 
ſonings., But few come to Fetter-/ane, and then 
after their Names are called over they preſently 
depart, Our Brethren here” (thoſe who. were 
Proſelytes to the Moravians) have neither Wiſdom 


enough 
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enough” to guide, nor Prudence enough to let it 
alone. They (the Moratians) have much con- 
founded ſome of our Siſters, and many of our 
Brothers are much grieved.“ 


This proves thus much, that one Society was 
at that ime divided: But not “ that the Merbo- 


difts, in general, were even then, all together by 
the Ears. 


The Paſſage you quote, in the fifth Place, is, | 
I believe—are determined to go on according to 
Mr. Me/ther's Direction, and I ſuppoſe (ſays the 
Writer of the Letter) above halt our Brethren 
are on their Side. But they are ſo very con- 
fuſed, they don't know how to go on, and yet 
are unwilling to be taught, except by the Mo- 
rawians.” 


Add to this, (I recite the whole Paſſages in 
Order ; not as you had mangled, ard then 
jumbled them together :) Wedn. Dec. 19. I came 
to Lordon, though with a heavy Heart. Here I 
found every Day the dreadful Eſſects of aur 
Brethrens Reaſoning and diſputing with each 
other. Scarce one in ten retained his Firſt Love: 
And moſt of the reſt were in the utmoſt Con- 
fuſion' (they were ſo more or leſs, for ſeveral 
Months) © biting and devouring one ano- 
ther.” 


This alſo proves ſo much, neither more nor 
leſs, That me of the Methoarfts were then in 
Confuſion. And juſt ſo much is proved by your 
fixth Quoration, Many were wholly unſettled 
(by the Moravian, taking Advantage of my Ab- 
ſence) and loſt in vain Reaſonings and doubtful 
Diſputations : Not likely to come to any true 
Foundation.” 


Your 
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Your ſeventh Quotation (I recite the whole 
Sentence) runs thus. April 19. I received a 
Letter—informing me 'That our poor Brethren at 
Fetter-lane, were again in great Confuſton.”” This 
Quotation proves juſt as much as the Preceding : 
Or as the following. || 'The Plague (of falſe Stil- 
ne's ) was now ſpread to them alſo—namely to the 
little Society at Mington.“ 


Your Ninth is this. « 6 J went to the So- 
Ciety, but I found their Hearts were quite 
eſtranged. Frid. 4. | met a little Handfull of 
them, who ſtill ſtand in the old Paths.“ 


Thus far you have been ſpeaking of the Me- 
thodifts in London, And what have you proved, 
concerning them ? voy that the Miravians mix- 
ing with them twelve Years ago, while they were 
young and unexperienced, ſet them a diſputing 
with each other, and thereby occafioned much 
Confuſion for jevera/ Months. But you have not 
proved, That “the Metho7fts in general, were 
even den, ail together by the Ears: And much 
leſs, that they have been fo ever ſince, and that 
they are ſo . | 


35-I now attend you to K*ngs:299d4, Not to 
«© Briſto/ and Kirgirvo7d,”) which you artfully join 
together. The Society at Bri//o/ was no more 
concerned with the Diſputes in XK7»g5r90d4 than 
with thoſe in London. 


Here the firſt Quotation, though containing 
but two Lines, is extracted from three different 
Paragraphs ; in one of which I ſay, « * I had 
many unpleaſing Accounts {in December 17400 
concerning our little Society in K:ng1r999d; in 
the ſecond, «+ I went to Kingwood, if haply I 
might repair the Breaches which had been made“ 
(by the Predeftinarian Preachers :) in the third, 
<< [ Jaboured to heal the Jealouſies and Miſunder- 
ſtandings which had ariſen.” 


—_ teen 
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The ſecond Paſſage, Part of which you quote, is 
this “ Treturaed early in the Morning to K. 
co. But my Congregation was gone to hear 
Mr. C. 80 that I had not above two or three 
Men and as many Women. 


The Third is, “ January 1. I explained, 
If any Man be in Chrift he is a new Creature. But 
many of our Brethren had no Ears to hear, having 
diſputed away both their Faith and Love.” 


The Fourth: T February 21. I inquired 
concerning the Diviſions and Offences which 
began afreſh to break out in Kingswood. In the 
Afternoon I met a few of the Bands; but it was 
a cold uncomfortable Meeting 


You have picked out here and there a 
Word from ſeveral Pages, in order to furniſh 
out a Fifth Quotation. The moſt materia! Part 
of it is this: Sat. 28. F I read the following 
Paper at Kingsw9d : © For their Scoffing at the 
Word and Miniſters of Gop, for their Backbiting 
and Evil-ſpeaking, I—declare the Perſons above- 


mentioned, to be no longer Members of this So- 
CIety. moon 


«© And * we had great Reaſon to bleſs Gop, 
that after Fifty-two were withdrawn, we had ſtill 
upwards of Ninety left.“ 


Who thoſe other “ Forty were that, you ſay, 
left them,“ I know not. Perhaps you may in- 
form me. 


Upon the whole, all theſe Qaotation prove 
only this: That about eleven Years ago, Mr, 
C. falling into Predeſtination, ſet the Society 
in Kings a diſputing with each other, and 
occafioned much Confuſion tor ſome Months. 

D But 
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But ftill you have not gone one Step toward 
proving (which 1s the one Point in Queſtion) 
„ That the Metho//?s in general were even then, 
all together by the Ears; and much leſs, “that 


they have been ſo ever ſince, and that they are 
ſo now.” | 


However you fail not to triumph (like Louis 
le Gran?, after his Victory at B/exbeim ) - What 
ſhall we ſay now ? Are theſe the Fruits of 
Metholiſm ?”” No, Sir. They are the Fruits 
of oppoſing it. 'They are the Tares ſown a- 
mong ite Wheat. You may hear of Inſtances 
of the ſame Kind, both in earlier and later. 
Ages. 


You add, “ This is bad enough; but it is not 
the worft. For conſider what becomes of thoſe 
that leave them? Why, Sir, what if Heir 
laſt End be worſe than their fir ft? Will you 
charge this upon e? By the ſame Rule you 
muſt have charged: upon the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves, whatever befell thoſe who having inn 
the Way of Righteouſneſs, * afterwards turned back 
from the Holy Commandment, once delivered ta 
them, 


36. You conclude this Section, Mr. Veſtey 
will probably ſay, Muſt I be anſwerable for 
the Moravians, againſt whom I have preached 
and written? True, fince he and the Myravians 
quarrelled. But who gives them a Box on the 
Ear with the one Hand, and embraces them with 
the other? Who firſt brought over this wicked 
Generation ? Who made a Moravian his Spiritual 
Guide? Who /anatici/ed his own Followers, and 
deprived them of their Senſes? Whoſe Societies 
(by his own Confeſſion) run over in Shoals to 
Moravianiſm, forty or fifty at a Time? Would 
they have ſplit upon this Rock, if they had not 
been friſt Methodijts ? Laitly, Where is the * 
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391] 
of Moraviani/m ſo ſtrongly working, as in the 
Children of Method! 


Sir, you run very faſt. And yet I hope to 
overtake you by and by. Mr. Weſley, you 
ſay, has preached againſt the Moravians, ſince 
he quarrelled with them.“ Sir, I never quarrelled 
with their Perſons yet. I did with ſome of their 
Tenets long ago. He * gives them a Box on 
the Ear with the one Hand, and embraces them 
with the other.” That is, I embrace what is 
good among them, and at the ſame Time re- 
prove what is Evil. Who fr/t brought over 
this wicked Generation? Not I, whether they 
be wicked or not. I once thought I did; but 
have fince then ſeen and acknowledged my 
Miſtake. © Who made a Mravian his Spiritual 
Gaide ?** Not I: Though I have occaſionally 
conſulted ſeveral. Who /anatici/ed his own Fol- 
lowers and deprived them of their Senſes ? ”? 
Not I. Prove it upon me if you can. Whoſe 
Societies (by his own Confeſſion) run over in 
Shoals to Moracianiſin, forty or fifty at a Time?“ 
Truly not mine. Iwo and fifty of Kingswood 
Society ran over to Ca/vini/m, and a Year before, 
Part of Fetter-laue Society gradually went over 
to the Miravians. But I know none of ours that 
went over in Seal. They never, that I remen.- 
ber, gained hve at a Time: Nor fifty in all (to 
the beſt of my Knowledge) for theſe laſt ten 
Years. * Wouldthey (of Fettrr-/ane ) have ſplit on 
this Rock, if they had not firit been Methodifts.” 
Undoubtedly they would; for ſeveral of them 
had not firſt been Methadiſts, Mr. Viney, for in- 
ſtance (as well as ſeveral others) was with the 
Germans, before ever he ſaw me. *© Laſtly, 
Where is the Spawn of Moratianiſm working fo 
ſtrongly as in the Children of Metbaaſn? If 
you mean the Errors of Moraviani/m, they are not 
working at all in the r of the Children 
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of Methodiſm : The Methodiſis in general bong 


thoroughly apprized of, and fully guarded agai 
them. 


So much for your modeſt Aſſertion, ** That the 
Methodiſts in genera/,' are all together by the Ears.“ 
The very Reverſe of which is true. They are, iz 
general, in perfect Peace. They enjoy in them- 
ſelves the Peace of Gop, which paſleth all Un- 
derſtanding. They are at Peace with each other. 
And as much as lieth in them, they live peace» 
ably with all Men. 


37. Your next Charge is, That Methodiſm “ 
has a tendency to undermine Morality and good 
Works.” To prove this you aſſert, 1. That 
the Methodiſis are trained up to wait in guietne/s 
for ſudden Converſion ; whence they are na- 
turally led, to negle& the Means of Salvation.'* 
This is a Miſtake all over. For neither are they 
taught, to wait in Pui-tneſs (if you mean any 
more than Patience by that Term) for either ſud- 
den or gradual Converſion: Neither do they, in 
Fact, negle& the Means. So far from it, that 
they are eminently exact in the Uſe of them. 


You aſſert, 2. The Doctrine of HMrance of 
Pardon and Salvation, preſent and future, cauſes a 
falſe Security, to the neglect of future Endea- 
vours.” - Blunder upon blunder again. That all 
Chriſtians have an Aſſurance of /uture Salvation, 
is no Meth:idi/f Doctrine: And an Aſſurance of 
preſent Pardon, 1s io far from cauſing Negligence, 
that it is of all others the ſtrongeſt Motive to 
vigorous Endeavours after univerſal Holineſs. 


You aſſert, 3. Impulſes and Impreſſions, being 
made the Ru/e of Duty, will lead into dangerous 
Errors.” Very true. But the Mzthodifts do = 
make 
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make Impulſes and Impreſſions the Rule of Duty, 
They totally diſclaim any other Rule of Duty, 
than the written Word. 


You aſſert 4. A Claim of unſinning Perfec- 
tion, (I mean by Perfection, the loving Gop 
with all our Heart) drives ſome into Phrenſies, 
others into Deſpair.” Sir, I doubt the Fact. 


You aſſert 5. The Moravian Methodif/s tram- 
ple down Morality, and Multitudes of the #/- 
{cyans have been infected.“ The Moravian Me- 
tvodifts! You may as well fay the Pri/oyterian 
Paprſts, The Moravians have no Connexion 
with the Methodits. Therefore whatever they do 
(though you ſlander them too) they and not we 
are to an{wer for. The Metbodiſis at preſent, 
blefied be Goo, are as little infected with this 
Plague (of condemning or neglecting good Works) 
as any Body of People in Erg/and or 1reland. 


38. From theſe looſe Aﬀertions you proceed 
to Quotations from my Writings, every one of 
which I ſhall conſider, to ſhew that not in one or 
two, but in every one you are a wilful Frevart- 
cator and falſe Accuſer of your Neighbour. 


You ſay firſt, the Moravians.”'—Hold, good 
Sir! You are out of the way already. You well 
know, the Meraviars are to anſwer for them- 


ſelves. Our preſent Queſtion concerns the Ale 
thodiſts only. 


You ſay ſecondly, A * general Temptation 
prevails among the Societies of Meth:idi/?s, of leav- 
ing off good Works.“ Sir, you are wrong again. 
The Societies of Melbodiſis are not there ſpoken of: 
D 3 LP | 
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But the ſing/e Society of Fetter- lane. Among theſe 
only that Temptation hen prevailed, ; 


Fou quote thirdly, as my Words, „The poor 

confuſed, ſhattered Society, had erred from the 
Faith.” My own Words are, I told the poor, 
confuſed, ſhattered Society, wherein they had erred 
from the Faith: Namely with Regard to the Or- 
dinances: Not in general, as your way of expreſ- 
fing it naturally imports. Nor had a// the So- 
ciety erred even in this Point. Many of them 
were ſtill unſhaken. 


You quote fourthly, A Woman of Deptford 
fpoke great Words and true. She ordered Mr. 
Humphreys to leave off doing Good.“ 


Muſt not every Reader ſuppoſe, as you have 
placed theſe Words, that they were all ſpoke at 
one Time? And that © the great Words and 
true“ were thoſe, whereby ſhe © ordered Mr. 
Humphreys to leave off doing Good?“ 


What then muſt every honeſt Man think of 
you, when he obſerves, that one Half of the 
Sentence (which you thus artfully put together) 
ſtands in another Page, and at a conſiderable Di- 
ſtance from the other ? And that I immediately 
ſubjoin to the latter Clauſe, «© We talked largely 
with her, and ſhe was humbled to the Duſt, un- 
der a deep Senſe of the Advantage. Satan had. 
gained over her.” 


You quote ſifthly, a Part of the followiug Sen- 
tence, to prove that 1“ undermine Morality and 


good Works.“ 


« His Judgment concerning Holineſs is new. 
He no longer judges it to be an outward Thing, 
; to 
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to conſiſt, either in doing no Harm, in doing 
Good, or in uſing the Ordinances of Gov.” 
(And yet how ſtrongly do I inſiſt upon all theſe # 
Sir, do not you know this?) “ He fees, it is the 
Life of Gop in the Soul, the Image of Gov freſh 
ſtampt on the Heart.” It is ſo. Sir, can you 
deny it? What then will you prove by this! 


Vou quote ſixthly, Part of theſe Words: 


« They “ ſpeak of Holineſs, as if it conſiſted, 
chiefly if not wholly, in theſe two Points, firſt 
the doing no Harm, ſecondly the doing Good (as- 
it is called) 7. e. the uſing the Means of Grace,. 
and helping our Neighbour.” 


And this you term“ diſparaging good Works!“ 
Sir, theſe Things, conſidered barely as to the 
Opus aperatum, are not good Works. There muſt 
be ſomething. good in the Heart, before any of 
our Works are good Inſomuch that, though I 
give all my Goods to feed the Poor, and have not 
this,. it profiteth me nothing. 


You, Obſerve, by the way, the My/ic Divi- 
nity was once the Method! , Doctrine.“ Sir, you: 
have ſtepped out of the Way, only to get another 
Fall. The Miſic Divinity was never the Metho- 
difts Doctrins They could never ſwallow either 


Jobn Tavler or Facob Brhme: Although they often 
adviſed wich one that did. 


39. You ſay ſeventhly, «I don't find, that Mr, 
Mee has ever cited thoſe expreſs Paſſages of 
St. Tams.“ Sir, what if I had not? (I mean, 
in print) I do not cite every Text from Genefis to 
the Nerelation. But it happens I have Look. 
again, Sir; and by and by you may find where. 

vou 
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You ſay eighthly, Mr. W:/ey affirms, that the 
Condition of our Juſtification, 1s Faith alone and 
not good Works“. Moſt certainly I do. And 
J learnt it from the 11th and 1 2th Article, and 
from the Homi/ies of our Church. If you can 
confute them, do. But I ſubſcribe to them, both 
with my Hand and Heart. 


You ſay ninthly, „Give me leave to make a 
Remark. The Methodiſts wandered many Years, 
in the new Path of Salvation by Faith and Works, 
which was the Time too of their higheſt Gry 
and Popularity, During this Time, they were 
ſeducing their Diſciples, into the moſt deſtructive 
Errors.“ Excuſe me, Sir. While they preached 
Salvation by Faith and Works, they had no Di/- 
c ples at all; (unleſs you term a few Papils ſuch) 
nor kad they any Popularity at all. They then 
enjoyed (what they always deſired) a quiet, re- 
tired Life. But whatever Diſciples we had, they 
were not /educed by us, into the Error of Juſtifica- 
tion by Works. For they were in it, before 


ever they ſaw our Face, or knew there were ſuch 
Men in the World. 


You ſay tenthly, Mr. Ney only contends, that 
it is Pele, to v/e them without ruſting imzbem.“ 
Not in that Page; * becauſe the Propoſition [ 
am confuting is, ** Tis nt paſſible to uſe them 
without friſting in them.“ 


You added, © And now, are not ſuch diſpara- 
ging Expreſſions, (a mere Paſibility of uſing them, 
without ting in them) a great Diſcouragement 
to Practice?“ 


O Sir, when will you deviate into Truth ? 
Dare you affirm, without any Regard to Gov 
or 
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or Man, „Mr. W:/ty only contends for 2 mere 
Poſſibility of ufing the Means, without truſting in 
them?“ 


To go no farther than the very firſt * Page you 
refer to My expreſs Words are theſe. 


J believe the way to attain Faith is, to wait 
for Chaiſt, in ufing all the Means of Grace :" 


« Becauſe I believe, theſe do ordinarily convey 
Gop's Grace (even) to Unbelievers.” Is this 
«+ contending only, for a mere Po/ibility of uſing 
hem without rating in them?“ 


Not only in this, and many other Parts of the 
Journals, but in a Sermon wrote profeſſedly on 
the Subject, I contend, that all the Ordinances 
of Gop are the ſtated Channels of his Grace to 
Man; and that it is our bounden Duty to uſe 
them -all, at all poſſible Opportunities. So that 
to charge the Methodiffs in general, or me in 
particular, with undervaluing or diſparaging them, 
ſhews juſt as much Regard for Juſtice and Truth, 
as if you was to charge us with Mahometaniſm. 


40. Tedious as it is to wade through ſo many 
dirty Pages, I will follow you, ſtep by ſtep, a 
little farther. Your eleventh Proof that we un- 
dermine Morality and good Works,” is drawn 
from the following Paſſage. 


* « | know every one under the Law is even 
as I. was, for near twice ten Years. Every one 
when he begins to ſee his fallen State and to feel 
the Wrath of Gop abiding on him, relapſes into 
the Sin that moſt eafily beſets him, ſ% n after re- 
penting of it. Sometimes he avoids, and at> 

many 
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many other Times he cannot perſuade himſelf to 
avoid the Occa/ions of it. Hence his Relapſes 
are frequent, and of conſequence his Heart is har- 
dened more and more. Nor can he, with all his 
Sincerity avoid any one of theſe fourr Marks of 
Fipocri/y, till being j tie by Faiih, he hath Peace 
with GOD, through cur Lord Ichs Chriſi.“ 


Vou, Sir, are no competent judge, in the Cauſe. 
But to any who has experienced, what St. Pau“ 
ſpeaks in his /er-vth Chapter to the Romans, I 
willingly ſubmit this whole Queſtion. You know 
by Experience, that if Anger was the Sin that 
did ſo eaſily beſet you, you relapſed into it (for 
Days, or Months, or Years) /oon after repenting 
of it. Sometimes you avoided the Otcafions of it: 
At other Times you did not. Hence your Re- 
lapſes were freguont, and your Heart was 
hardened more and more. And yet all this 


Time, you was /ncere/y ſtriving again Sin. You 


could ſay, without Hypocriſy, the Thing which 1 av, 
T- allow not; the Evil which I would not, that ] as. 
To Will is even now preſent with me, but how to 
ferform that which is good, I find not. 


But the Fe/uits, you think, cc el ſcarce 
have granted Salvation upon eaſier Terms. Have 
no Fear, ye Methodiſts“ Sir, I do not grant 
Salvation (as you call it) upon ſo eaſy Terms. I 
believe a Man in this State, is in a State of 
Damnation. Have no Fear!“ ſay you? Yea, 
but thoſe who are thus under the Law, are in fear 
all the Day long. Was there ever ſo pleaſing 
a Scheme ?” Pleaſing with a Vengeance! As plea- 
ſing as to be in the Belly of Hell, So totally do 
you miſtake the whole Matter, not knowing what 
you /pear nor whereef you affirm. 


You are indeed ſomewhat piriable in ſpeaking 
wrong on this Head, becauſe you do it in Igno- 
x ranee, 
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rance. But this Plea cannot be allowed, when 
you gravely advance that trite, threadbare Objec- 
tion concerning the Lord's Supper, without taking 
any Notice, that I have anſwered it again and 


again, both to Mr. Church and to the late Lord 
Biſhop of London. 


41. Your thirteenth Proof is this:“ Mr. W:/- 
ley has taught us, that [nfirmitiecs are no Sins.” 
Sir, you have taught me, to wonder at nothing 
you aſſert; elſe I ſhould wonder at this. The 
Words, I ſuppoſe you refer to, ſtand, in The Ser- 
mon on” Salvation by * Faith; (though you do not 
chuſe, for a plain Reaſon, to ſhew your Reader, 
where they may be found.) He that is by 
Faith born of Gop, ſinneth not; 1. By any ha- 
bitual Sin, nor 2. By any wilful Sin; nor 3. By 
any ſinful Deſire ; for he continually defireth the 
holy and perfe& Will of Gop : Nor 4. Doth he 
Sin by Infirmities, whether in Act, Word or 
Thought. For his Infirmities have no Concur- 
rence of his Will, and without this, they are not 
properly Sins.“ And this. you ſeriouſly declare, 
is a Loop-hole to creep out of every Moral and 
Religious Obligation!“ | 


In the ſame Paragraph you ſay, I have ſtrongly 
afirmed, that“ all * our Works and Tempers 
are Evil continually : That our whole Heart is 
altogether corrupt and abominable, and conſe- 
quently our whole Life ; all our $ Works, the 
molt ſpecious of them, our Righteouſneſs, our 
Prayers, needing an Atonement themſelves.” 


I do ftrongly afirm this. But of whom? In 
all theſe Places, but the laft, of ye, only, In 
every one, but this, I ſpeak in the ſingular Num- 

ber, 
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ber, and of myſelf, when confeſſedly an Unbe- 
lie er. And of whom do I ſpeak in that laſt 
Place ? Of Unbe/ievers aud them only. The Words 


are, All our Tempers and Works in our natural 
State are only Evil continually.” 


Now, Sir, where is your Loop-hole to creep 
out? If you have none, I fear every impartial 
Man, will paſs Sentence upon you, that you have 
no Regard, either to Moral or Religious Obli- 
gations. 


I have now weighed every Argument you have 
brought, to prove © that the Method;/fs undermine 
Morality and good Works.” A grievous Charge 
indeed ! But the more inexcuſable is he, who ad- 
vances it, but is not able to make it good, in any 
one ſingle Inſtance. Pardon my Pertneſs, Sir, in 
not barely affirming (that is your Manner) but 
proving this: Nay, and in telling you, that you 
cannot make amends, to Gop, to me, or to the 
World, without a RetraQation as publick as your 
Calumny. 


42. You add, « How the Caſe ſtands in Fa, 
as to the Number of Converts among the We- 
thodifls, and real Reformatien of Life to the certain 
and known Duties of the Goffel, is Matter of diffi- 
cult Determination.“ Not at all. What is eaſier 
to be determined, than 1. That A. B. of Exeter 
or Tiverton, was for many Years a notorious 
Drunkard, Common-Swearer, or Sabbath-break- 
er? 2. That he is not ſo now; that he is rea/ly 
refirmed from Drunkenneſs, Swearing, Sabbath- 
breaking, to Sobriety, and the other certain and 
known Duties of the Goſpel! 


„gut from what Inquiry you can make, there 
is no Reaſon to think them, for the generality, 
better than their Neighbours.” Better than their 

Neigh - 


26 


. 5 
Neighbours ? Why are they no worſe than their 
Neighbours ? Then what have you been doing 
all this Time ? But whether they are; better or 
worſe than their Neighbours, they are undeniably 
better than themſelves : I mean, better than they 
were before they heard this Preaching, in the 
certain and known Duties of the Goſpel. 92 
„ VT Sr 6 1 WY „„ ; ; 

But you defire us to; conſider. their black 
Art of Calumny ; their Uncharitableneſs,; their 
exceſſive Pride and Vanity; their Scepticiſm, 
Doubts and Diſbelief of God and CnrisT; their 
diſorderly Practices and Contempt of Authority; 
their bitter Envying and inveterate Broils amon 
themſelves ; their coolneſs, for good Works.” 
Sir, we will conſider all theſe, * you have 
proved them. Till then, this is mere &rutur: 
fulmen. het | | 


43. You proceed. If we take Mr. #:;/y; 
own Account, it falls very ſhort of any con/idera- 
ble Reformation,” Vou mean; if we take tbat 


Part of his Account, which you are pleaſed to 


tranſcribe. Atticam elegantiam ! But let any im- 
partial Man, read my whole Account, and then 
judge. 


However hence you infer, chat * the new Re- 
formers have made, but a /e and fight Progreſs 
in the Reformation of Manners.” 


Aa a fall Anſiver to this, I need only tranſcribe 
a Page or two from the 44% Appeal, p. 127. Oc. 


« Gop begins a glorious Work in our Land. 
You ſet yourſelf againſt it with your Might; to 
prevent its Beginning where it does not, yet ap-, 
pear, and to deſtroy it wherever it does, In, 
Part you prevail. You keep many from hearing 
the Word that is able 5 ſave their Souls. Others 
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God, and to liſt under the Devil's Banner . 
ick- 


„ CW Ct IH LY 


* | | 
.« Whoſe Fault is this ? Is it ours? Or your 
own? Why have not Thouſands more been re- 
formed? Yea, for every one who- is now turned 
to Gop, why are there not ten Thoofand ? Be- 
eauſe you and your Aſſociates laboured ſo hear- 
tily in the Cauſe of Hell ; becauſe'you and they 
ſpared no Pains, either to prevent or to deſtroy 
the Work of Gop. By uſing all the Power and 
Wiſdom you had, you hindered Thouſands from 
hearing the Goſpel, which they might have found 
to be the Power of Gop unto Salvation. Their 
Blood is upon your Heads. By inventing or 
countenancing or retailing Lies, ſome refined, 
ſome groſs and palpable, you hindered others 
from profiting by what they did hear. Tos are 
anſwerable to Gon for theſe Souls alſo. Many 
who began to taſt the good Word and run the 
Way ”, Gov's Commandments, by various Me- 
thods you prevailed on to hear it no more. So they 
ſoon drew back to Perdition. But know, that 
for every one of theſe alſo, Gop will require an 
Account of you in the Day of Judgment! 


« And yet in ſpite of all the Malice and Wiſ- 
dom and Strength, not only of Men, but of Prin- 
cipalities nd Power?, of the Rulers of the Darkneſs 
of this Wirld, of the wicked Spirits in bigh Places: 
there are Thouſands found, who are turned from 
dumb Ji to ferve the living and true GOD. 
What a Harveſt then might we have ſeen before 
now, if all who fay they are on the Lord”: Side, 
had come, as in all Reaſon they ought, hy, the 
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of the Lord againſt the Mighty? Yea, had 
— 2 not oppoſed the Work of Gop, had they 
only refrained frem his Meſſengers, might not the 
Trumpet of Gop have been heard long fince, in 
every Corner of our Land? And Thouſands of 


Sinners in every County, been brought to fear 
GOD and honour the King? 


44. Without any Regard to this, your next 
Aſſertion is, That the Methodiſts are „ carrying 
on the Work of Popery.” This alſo being a 
Charge of a very high Nature, I ſhall particular- 
ly conſider whatever you advance in Defence of it. 


Your firſt Argument is, „They have a Strain 
ot ſeſuitical Sophiſtry, Artifice and Craft, Eva- 
ſion, Reſerve, Equivocation and Prevarication.” 


So you /ay. But you do not {o much as aim at any 
Proof. | 


Your ſecond Argument is, Mr. Nee 
fays, where a Methodiſt was receiving the 
Sacrament, Gop was pleaſed to let him ſee a 
crucified Saviour.” Sir, Mr. V does not ſay 
this. It 1s one that occaſionally wrote to him. 
But if he had, what would you infer ? That he 
is a Papiſt ? Where is the Conſequence ? Why, 
you fay, “ Was not this as good an Argument 
for Tranſubſtantiation, as ſeveral produced by 
the Papiſts? ”” Yes, exactly as good as either 


their Arguments or yours. 'That is, juſt good for 
nothing. 


Your third Argument runs thus, „We may 
fee in Mr. 's. Writings, that he was once a 
firit Crurch-mon, bat gradually put on a more 
Catholick Spirit, tending at length to Roman Catbo- 
lick. Be rejects any Defign to convert others: 
from any Communion z and conſequently not from 
Poprry. 


= Sect. 21. p. 164. &c. 9 
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Ibis is half true (which is ſomething uncom- 
mon with you) and only half falſe. It is true, 
that for thirty Years laſt paſt, I have © gradual- 
ly put on a more Catholic Spirit,” finding more and 
more Tenderneſs for thoſe who differed from me, 
either in Opinions or Modes of M orſpip. But it is 
not true, That I reje& any Deſign of convert- 
ing others fro, any Communion.” | have, by the 
Bleſſing of Gop, converted ſeveral from Popery, 
who are now alive and ready to teſtify it. 


Your fourth Argument is, That in a Collection 
of Prayers, I cite the Words of an ancient Li- 
turgy, “for the Faithful departed ” Sir, when- 
ever I uſe thoſe Words in the Burial Service, I 
pray to the ſame eſſect. That we, with all thoſe 
who are Ceparted in thy Faith and Fear, may 
have our perfect Conſummation of Bliſs, beth in 
Body and Soul.” Yea, and whenever I ſay, Thy 
Kingdom come; for I mean both the Kingdom of 
Grace and Glory. Ju this Kind of General Pray- 
er therefore, for the Faithful departed, I con- 
ceive myſelf to be clearly juſtifed, both by the 


_ earlieſt Antiquity, by the Church of Erz7and, and 
by the Loxy's Prayer: Although the Pit have 


corrupted this Scriptural iracice, into Pray ing for 
thoſe who die in their Sins. 


435. Your ſiſch Argument is, „ That they uſe 


private Ces ffiſſen, in which every one is to ipeak 
the State of his Heart, with his ſeveral Tempta- 
tions and Deliverances, and aniwer as many 
ſearching Queſtions as may be. And what a 


Scene, ſay you, is hereby diſcloſed? What a fil- 
thy Jakes opened, when the moſt ſearching Queſ- 


tions are anſwered without Reſerve?” Hold, Sir, 


» unleſs you are anſwering for yourſelf. - This un- 
doubtedly you have a Right to do. You can tell 


beſt, what is in your own Heart. And I cannot 


deny What you ſay: It may be a very filthy 
Jakes 
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Jakes, for ought I know. But pray do not mea- 
ſure others by yourſelf. The Hearts of Believers 
are purified throuzh Faith, When theſe open their 
Hearts one to another, there is no ſuch Scene 
diſcloſed. Yet Temptations to Pride in various 
Kinds, to Se!f-will, to Unbelief in many Inftan- 
ces, they often feel in themſelves (whether they 
give any place to them or no) and occafionally 

cloſe to their Brethren. | 

But this has no Reſemblance to Popi/h Confe/- 
fon; of which you are very ſenſible. For you 
cite my own Words: “ The Popiſh Confeſſion 
is, The Confeſſion made by a ſingle Perſon to a 
Prieſt. Whereas this is, The Confeſſion: of ſe- 
veral Perſons conjointly, not to a Prieſt, but to 
each other.” You add, „ Will Mr. V. abide 
by this, and freely anſwer a Queftion ?”? I will. 
For I defire only by manife/ation of the Truth, to 
rommend myſelf to every Man's Conſcience, in the 
Sight of GOD. | m 


Your Queſtion is, After Private Confeſſions 
taken in their Bands, are not Reports made to Mr. 
.? 1 anſwer, No: No Reports are made to 
me, of the Particulars mentioned in Privatè Bands. 
Are no Delinquents, Male and Female, 4r:ught 
before him ſeperately and confeſed by him? No: 
None at all. You aſc, How then do I know the 
Outward and Inward States of thoſe under my 
Care? I anſwer, By examining them once a 


Quarter, more or leſs, not ſeparately,. but ten or 
fifteen together. 2» 


Therefore every unprejudiced Perſon muſt ſee,. 
That there is no Analogy between the Popith 
Confeſſion to a Prieft, and our Confe//ing our Faults 
one to another, and praying one for another,. as St. 
James directs. Conſequently neither does this 
Argument, though os with all your Art and 

3. Force: 
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Force, amount to any Shadow! of Proof, That 
© the Methodiſts are carrying on the Work of 
Popery,” es a 


* . 
46. Your ſixth Argument, ſuch as it is, ſtands 
us. Another Tendency to Pepery appears, 
by the Notion of a fing/e Drop of Chriſt's Blood being 
a ſufficient Atonement for the Sins of the whole World. 
For however pious this may appear, it is abſo- 
lutely falſe and Papiſtical.“ Sir, this Argument 
is perfectly new and intirely your own. It were 
great pity to diſturb you in the Enjoyment of it. 


A ſeventh Argument you ground on thoſe 
Words in the Plain Account of the People called 
Methogifts, © "Tis a Point we chiefly infiſt up- 
on, That Orthodoxy or Right Opinions, is a very 
lender Part of Religion, if any Part of it at all.” 
The plain Conſequence whereof is (ſo you affirm) 
That teaching and believing the fundamental 
Errors of Popery, with the whole Train of their 
Abominations and Idolatries, are of very little 
Moment, if any. Strain again, Sir: Pull hard; 
or you will never be able to drag this Concluſion 
out of theſe Premiſes. | 


I affert, 1. That in a truly Religious Man, 
Right Opinions are a very flender Part of Re- 
ligion.” 2. That in an irreligious, a profane 
Man, they are not any Part of Religion at all : 
Such a Man not being one jot more religious, 
becauſe he is Orthodox. Sir, it does not follow 
from either of theſe Propoſitions, That Wrong 
Opinions are not an Hindrance to Religion: And 
much leſs, That Teaching and Beheving the 
Fundamental Errors of Popery, zith the whole 
Train of their Abaminations and 1aolatries ( practiſed, 
I preſume yon mean, as well as taught and be- 
lieved) are of very little Moment, if any.” 


I 
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I am ſo far from ſaying or thinking this, that 
in my printed Letter to a Prieſt of that Com- 
munion (Did you never read it, or hear of it 
before?) are thefe expreſs Words, I pity you 
much, having the ſame Aſſurance, that Jesvs is 
the CurisT, and that no Romaniſt can expect to 
be ſaved, according to the Terms of his Co- 
venant. zd. Foxr. p. 77. Do you term this 
« An Extenuation of their Abominations ? A 
Reducing them to almoſt a meer nothing.” 

47. You argue, eighthly thus: The. Metbo- 
dit-Dofrine of Impreſſions and Aſſurances, 
holds equally for Popiſh Enthuſiafts.” This 
needs no Anſwer ; I have already ſhewn that the 
Methodiſt - Dorine in theſe Reſpects is both 
Scriptural and Rational. | 


Your ninth Argument is“ Their ſudden 
Converſions ſtand 2 the ſame Footing with 
the Popih.” You ſhould ſay, „ Are a Proof 


that they are promoting Popery.” I leave you ta 
enjoy this Argument allo. 


But the dreadful one you reſerve for the laſt, 
namely, Our © recommending Popiſh Books. 
One is the Life of Mr. de Renty, of which Mr. 
Mey has publiſhed a» Extra.“ To prove 
your inimitable Fairneſs here, you ſcrape up 
again all the Traſh, wherein the weak Writer of 
that Life abounds, and which I had pared off 
and thrown away. Sir, could you find nothin 
to your Purpoſe in the Extra itlelf ? I fancy 
you might; for I have purpoſely left in two or 
three Particulars, to ſhew of what Communi- 


on he was, which I did not think it right ta 
conceal. 


You go on. © Francis of Sales is another Papiſt, 
much commended by Mr. V; and who he 


doubts 


| 
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doubts not is in rabam's Boſom. He is che 
Methodiſt's Boſom Friend.“ 


I believe he is in Abraham's Boſom. But he 
is no Boſom-Friend of the Methods. I queſtion 
whether One in Five Hundred of them, have ſo 
much as heard his Name. And as for me, neither 
do I „ commend him much, nor recommend” 
him at all. His Life I never ſaw, nor any of 
his Works, but his Introduction to a Holy 
Life.” This the late Dr. Nicho/s tranſlated in- 
to Engliſh, publiſhed and ſtrongly recommended. 
Therefore if this be a Proof of promoting Pope- 
ry, that Cenſure falls not on me but him. 


I have now conſidered: all the Arguments you 
have brought to prove, That the Method:fts 
are carrying on the Work of Popery.” And [I 
am perſuaded, every candid Man, who rightly 
weighs what has been ſaid, with any Degree of At- 
tention, will clearly ſee not only, That no One 
of thoſe Argumeuts is of any real Force at all, 
but that you do not believe yourſelf ; you do not 
believe the Concluſion which you make as if you 
would prove. Only you keep cloſe to your laud- 
able Reſolution, of throwing as much Dirt as 
poſlible. 


48. It remains only to gather up up ſome of 


your Fragments, as ſtill further Proofs of your 
Integrity. 


You graciouſly ſay, „ don't lay much Streſs 
upon the Charge of ſome of the angry Moravians,. 
againſt Mr. V. and Brother, for preaching Po- 
pery.“ Sir, if you had, you would only have 
hurt yourſelf, For 1. The Moravians ne- 
ver, that 1 know of, brought this Charge at 
at all, 2, When Mr. C. and two other Predeſ- 
tina- 
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tinarians [theſe were the 2 affirmed © they 
had heard both my Brother and me preach Po- 
pery.“ they meant neither more nor leſs there- 


by, than the Doctrine of Univeaſal Redemp- 
tion, 


„Some Connection between the Doctrines of 
the Methrdifts and Papilts, hath been ſhewn thro” 
this whole Compariſon.” Shewn! But how? By 
the ſame Art of wiredrawing and decyphering, 


which would prove an equal Connexion between 
the Methodifts and Mahometans. 8 


% Fe/uits have often mingled, and been the 
Ringleaders among our Entbuſiaſtic Sectaries.“ 
Sir, I am greatly obliged to you for your Com- 


pliment, as well as for your Parallel of Mr. 
Faithful Commin. 


And pray, Sir, at what Time do you think it 
was, that I firſt ming/ed with theſe Enthufiaſtic 
Sectaries? When I came back from Germany ? 
Or when I returned from Georgia? Or while I 
was at Linco/n-College ? Although the Plot 
itſelf might be laid before, when I was at 
Chrift-Church, or at the Charter-Houje School. 


Bat “ a Jeſit's or Enthuſiaſt's Declaring a- 
gainit Pgpery, is no Teſt of their Sincerity,”” 
Moſt ſure; nor is a nameleſs Perſon's declaring 
againſt Me!hodi/m, any Proof that he is not a 
F-/uit. | remember well, when a well-dreſs'd 
Man, taking his Stand not far from Moorfieldr, 
had gathered a large Company, and was vehe- 
mently aſſerting, 'I'hat „ thoſe Rogues the Me- 
. thedi/ts were all Papifts :* Till a Gentleman coming 
by, fixed his Eye on him and cried, Stop that 


Man: I know him perſonally : He. is a RomiſÞ 
Prieſt.” 


I know 


— 
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I know not that any Thing remains on this 
Head, which bears ſo much as the Face of an 
Argument. So that of all the Charges you have 
brought (and truly you- have not been ſparing) 
there is not one wherein your Proof falls more 


miſerably ſhort, than in this, That 'the Merhodifts 
are advancing Popery.“ 


49. I have at length gone through your whole 
Performance, weighed whatever you cite from 
my Writings, and ſhewn at large now far thoſe 
Paſſages are from proving All or any Part of your 
Charge. So that all you attempt to build on 
Them, * © of the Pride and Vanity of the Me- 
thodiſis; of their + Shuffling and Prevaricating, 
of their | AﬀeQation of Propheſying, d laying 
Claim to the Miraculous Favours of Heaven : 
Unſteadineſs | of Temper, * Unſteadineſs in 
Sentiment and Practice, FF Art and Cunning, 
tt Giving up Inſpiration and Extraordinary Calls, 
$5 Scepticiim, Infidelity, Atheiſm, Uucharita- 
1 efs to their Opponents, *** Contempt of Order 
and Authority, 14 And Fierce, Rancorous Quar- 
rels with each other, 6 Of the Tendency of 
Me-thodiſm to undermine Morality and Good 
Works, and to i carry on the good Work of 
Popery : All this Fabrick falls to the Ground 


-at once, unleſs you can find ſome better Founda- 
tion to ſupport it. 


„go. Theſe Things being ſo, what muſt all un- 
—— Men think of you and your whole 


Performance? You have advanced a Charge, not 
againſt one or two Perſons only, but indiſcriminate- 
ly againit a whole Body of People, of his Majeſty's 


Sub- 
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Subjects, Eng /i/6men, Proteſtants, Members I ſux 
of your own Church: A Chagre containing abun- 
dance of Articles, and moſt of them of the higheſt 
and blackeſt Nature. You have proſecuted this 
with unparalleld Bitterneſs of Spirit and Acrimo- 
of Language ; uſing ſometimes the moſt coarſe, 
rude, ſcurrilous Terms, ſometimes the keeneſt 
Sarcaſms you could deviſe. , The Point you have 
ſteddily perſued in bus (proſecuting - 15/5 Ch 
is, Firſt, To expoſe the whole People, to the 
Hatred and Scorn of all Mankind, and next, To 
ſtir up the Cioi/ Powers againſt them. And when 
this Charge comes to be fairly weighed, there is - 
not a ſingle Article of it true! The Paſſages you 
cite to make it good, are One and All ſuch, as 
rove nothing leſs then the Points in Queſtion : 
Mot of them ſuch as you have palpably maimed, 
corrupted, and ſtrained to a Senſe never thought 
of by the Writer: Many of them ſuch as are flat 
againſt you, and overthrow the very Point th 
are brought to ſupport. What can they thin 
but that this is the moſt ſhocking Violation of the 
Chriſtian Rule, Thou ſhalt lorie thy Neighbour as 
thy ſelf; the moſt open Affront to all Juſtice, 
and even common Humanity, the moſt glaring 
Inſult upon the Common Senſe and Reaſon of 
Mankind, which has lately appeared in the 
World. 


If you ſay, © But I have proved the Charge 
upon Mr. Vbiteſiell: Admit you have (which I 
do not allow) Mr. Whitefield is not The Methodifts ; 
No, nor the Societies under his Care ; they are 
not a Third, perhaps not a Tenth Part of the 
the M#/hodifts, What then can excuſe your aſ- 
cribing their. Faults (were they proved) to the 
whole Body ? You india Ten Men. Suppoſe you 
prove the Indictment upon One, will you e ere 
condemn the other Nine? Nay, Let every * an 

ar 
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bear bis dn Burden, ſince every Man war he 
an Account of himſelf io GO B. | 

111 had Occaſion once before to ay to an 
Opponent, You know not to ſnew Mercy. Yet 
that Gentleman did regard Truth and Juſtice. 
But you regard neither Mercy, Juſtice nor 
Truth. To vilify, to blacken is your one 
Point. I pray Gop, it may not be laid to 
your Charge! ur h he ſhew you Mercy, tho' 
yan ſhew none! 


Jam, 1 
STR, 
Your Friend 
we Well Wiſhes | 


Joun WesLey, 
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